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LUNACY BILL.

ASSEMBLY'S AMENDmENTS.

Schedule of seven amendlments made
by the Legislative Assembly now con-
sidered, in Committee.

No. 1-Clause 43, strike out the word
"fie," in line 1, and insert "twenty-

fv"in lieu:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved that the amendmient be agreed to.
The amendment effected an alteration in
the number of patients which might be
kept in a licensed house without there
being a resident medical practitioner. A
licensed house for the purposes of this
Bill was a house which had been pro-
claimed by the Governor, after careful
examination by the authorities, as a fit
and proper place in which the insane
might be confined. The original clause
was taken from the Act of New South
Wales, which State had perhaps the most
modern method of dealing with the
insane, and we proposed to be still inure
cautious by reducing the number from 50
to 25. There were three or four licensed
houses, he thought, in New South Wales,
but he did not believe that any of them
had the full number of patients. In the
case of a lower number than 25, medical
officers would have to visit at certain
intervals according to the number of
patients.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

Amendments 2, 3, 4-agreed to.
No. 5-Clause 161, strike out the

words " the Commissioner of Public
Health or":

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the amendment be agreed to.
He had, in explaining this amendment,
to give away a Cabinet secret. This Bill
was prepared contemporaneously with
the Health Bill, which was not proceeded
with, because it was thought we had
enough legislation of a large kind on the
Notice Paper for the session. In that
Health Bill reference was made to a
commissioner of public health, but the
Health Bill not having been proceeded
with, those words had no meaning.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed 'to.

No. 6 (new clause)-agreed to.
No. 7.-Add new clauses Part IV. (as

in Notice Paper, providing for the

detention and treatment of habitual
drunkards):

THE COLONIAL SEC RETARY
moved that these new clauses be agreed
to. The provisions contained in these
clauses were in the New Zealand Act, and
related to accommodation at hospitals for
the insane being provided for habitual
drunkards. In other States these places
were kept separte, and were generally
known as inebriate retreats. In Newv
Zealand it had been found advantageous
both from a financial and an administra-
five point of view to place these people
under the same roof, and although lie
did not know that we should be able to
immediately act upon the clauses, still he
thought they might certainly afford us a
means of doing good, and at all events
they did not interfere in any way with
the provisions of the Bill.

Question passed, and the new clauses
agreed to.

Resolutions adopted, and a message
returned to the Assembly.

AD.JOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9 o'clock, until

the next day.

Legizlatibe %zzrnitp,
Wednesday,, 9th -December, 1908.
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By the MWINSER FOR, LANDS: Return
of lands granted in fee simple of .5,000
acres and upwards, showing to whom
granted and the consideration in each
case; moved for by Mr. Daglish.

Ordered, to lie on the table.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMIT9TEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of 60 Viet., No.

26, Section 11:
On motion by the MINISTER FOR

LANDS, Subolause .3 amended to read:-
"Provided that if the l-and was at the

time of its surrender held under pastoral
lease, and is classified as second-class or
third-class land, the maxinmun quantity
held by any one person may not exceed
1,000ace.

Clause as amended agreed to.
Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment, and

the report adopted.

TRAMWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

FREMANTLE TRAMWAYS BILL
(PRIVATE).

THIRD READING.

MR. HIGHAMi moved that the Bill be
read a third time. With a view to expe-
dite the consideration of this Bill in
another place, hetasked the House to pass
it in its present form, and not to deal
with two consequential amendments
which should have been made at the
previous sitting when the Bill was dealt
with in Committee. The whole method
of the election of the board was altered,
and Clauses 24 and 25 were rendered
unnecessary. These clauses now appeared
in the Bill as Clauses 26 and 27, but it
was proposed to have them struck out in
another place. The House should pass
the motion for the third reading so that
progress might be made with the Bill in
another place during the present week.
If the Bill. were not read a. third time at
present, that would necessitate its delay
until next -week. He moved that it be
read a third time.

Question passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

COLLIE-NARRtOGIN RAILWAY BILL.
SECOND READING-AMENDMXENT.

Debate resumned f rom the previous day,
on the motion for second reading, and on
the atmendment by Mr. Hastie that the
Bill be read "this day six months."

MR. C. J. MORAN (West Perth):-
When the motion by the Premier to
suspend the Standing Orders of thts
Chamber camne forward, I said 1 thought
th ere wasa hardly an example to be found,
in the h istory of th is Parliamen t anyhow,
for such a, procedure. I repeat that now,
in dealing with this important measure,
involving as it does in the ultimate issue
an expenditure of nearly haLf a million,
It would be idle for us to deceive our-
selves about the cost of a thing of this
sort, in view of the Fact that we have the
exact figures which our railways have cost
in Western Australia, the amount per
mile being nearly £6,000. The country
through which this line will go, if it does
go, is rather over than under the average
in difficulties. It is not as easy of con-
struction as the Great Southern Railway,
and it is not as easy as any of the gold-
fields lines. There'are more engineering
difficulties, little as they are, luckily, in
this Country. Ti) argue that the line will
cost.£2,000 or £3,000 a mile is to argue
one of two things, the first being that
there will be no rolling-stock required
and no traffic, because if we equip that
line for rolling-stock and traffic it must
cost the average of the lines in Western
Australia. If we do not equip that line,
that is the strongest argument we
can have against building it. This
argument ag-ainst it is even stronger
than the reason for it, if there be a
reason for it, dwelt upon by the Minister
for Lands at great length, and strongly
supported by the member for Collie,
namely, that this line is to be the heavy
traffic railway line in Western Australia,
.with a constant stream of traffic of coal
or timber; coal principally. If that be
so, not only must we make the railway
line up to the average, but it must be at
least as thorough lv laid, and as com-
pletely equipped and ballasted as any
line in Western Australia. I want to
hear the Minister for Lands contradict

Collie-1varrogin Railway.
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the assertion that no responsible engineer
in Western Australia will be found who
will argue that the line is going to cost
less than the average of nearly £6,000
per mile. I shall be told that this £16,000
per mile will not be needed in the immedi-
ate future; but in arguing such a question
we take the ultimate cost. When the
work is started we are on a fair road to
expending the whole of the money to
complete it. Eighty odd wiles at £6,000
a mile would give a total of between
£450,000 and £600,000.

MR.~ Tnonis: X498,000.
Mn. MORAN:- I regret I have not

had. the exact figures drawn out, but
there is so much business at this late
period of the session that it is impossible
to watch these big Bills. To go through
the Water and Sewerage Bill alone, there
has not been much time between the hour
at which the House rose this morning
and now. Here in Western Australia in
regard to railways, we are carrying
more sail this session and living at a
higher pressure than any other country
in the world by a long way, and to add
eighty odd miles of railway to the length
of line in this State, to serve a few people
that could scarcely be found by a pro-
specting party followed by the Minister
for Lands, is at first glance not a states-
manlike proposal. And what would
justify itd We are told it would be
justified because, firstly, of the coal
traffic. There is no responsible engineer
in the employ of Western Australia.
to-day who has recommended this railway
line to the Government to carry coal
immediately. The full reports of the
responsible officers of this State have not
been placed upon the table of this House.
There are other reports which we hare
not yet received. We have very able
engineers in this State; they axe ouir
servants, and not our policy makers.
The Government and this Parliament
form the policy. They decide if a work
is necessary, and they get the advice of
their responsible officers as to the cost,
the feasibility, the practicability of the
scheme, and, if you like, the payability
of it afterwards. What report is on the
table of this House from those managing
the railway system of Western Australia.
advocating this lineP Is Mr. Ranford a
railway authority ? No one has ever
contended so. Is he am expert authority

on land P Grave doubts have arisen upon
that point just recently. Those grave
doubts have arisen in my mind because
of the words of a gentleman in this
Cbamber who knows about the lands in
the south-west of this district more per-
haps than any other man in Western
Australia, a man who was born and bred
on the soil, making a livelihood out of it,
investing money on it, and building up
a great business in that centre; a mian
who carried the district on his shoulders
for so many years, and who had the idea
of building the place up and making it a
great agricultural centre. That member,
the immber for the Williams, tells us
with his wide experience of things that
the country referred to is no good what-
ever for the first 30 miles of, the proposed
railway. That evidence is borne out by
those who have lately seen the Salvation
Army case, where they were recommended
on the authority of Mr. Ranford. to take
some first-class land which is not proved
to me to be more than fifth-class land.
We have the opinion of the member
for the Williams backed up as it
has been to my mind by the ex-
perience of men like Sir JohnL Fairest
and men like the very Government
authorities themselves. If they were
allowed to give an independent report,
'what would they tell this Chamber? If
that line is to be built as an agricultural
line it should start from one district. It
should begin on the Great Southern rail-
way line, and should be constructed to a,
distance of 25 or 30 miles as spur lines.
If we require for agricultural develop-
ment in Western Australia more land,
which I do not think we do, for there is
plenty of land-and we have plenty of
skeleton lines not yet clad with the flesh
of settlement, and until they are so we
are in an unsafe position-il we want
more agricultural country, is it not wise
to start in a great centre where we have
great distributing plitees like Kataunnlug,
Wagin, and Narrogin, if you will, to
connect with the goldfields." Would we
not put our lines out 25 or 30 miles?
Would we, within five months of a
general election, in a Parliament where
the Standing Orders have been suspended,
build a line where every authority has
stated there is no chance of the coal
businessP Would we run a line 36
miles through a sandpatch to encour-
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age a coal industry which cannot, in
the opinion of the best expert officer
in the present Government, be dreamt
of for the next nine or ten years?
This is the statesmanlike proposal of
the Government. We are asked to take
this line on the opinion of the Minister
for Lands, whose experience of land in
Western Australia is less than that of
any other member in this Chamber. Who
is there in this Chamber who knows less
about the lands of this country than the
member for Boulder 1

THE MINISTER FOR LANS: Nobody,
perhaps, except the member for West
Perth.

ME. MORAN: I am not entering into
all argument about my merits or demerits,
I am dealing with this railway, but if my
knowledge must be compared with that
of the member for Boulder, may I not
point out that I amnota, convert from the
statement that Western Australia in the
South-Western district was absolutely a
desert 12 months ago, to the statement
that to-day it is a garden of Eden ? If I
made such a statement as that I should
doubt my capabilities. It is not long
ago that the Minister for Lands went
down there to select land for himself, and
he came back and Said that the land was
not worth picking up.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
absolutely untrue.

TaE SPEAKER: The bon. member
must not use the expression " untrue."

TuE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I Will Say
it is inaccurate. I withdraw the other
word.

MR. MORAN: I must be labouring
under a wrong impression.

THE MINISTER FOR LUNs: Produce
the West Australian or the Morning
Herald and show the remarks which I did
Make.

MR. MORAN: The Minister for
Lands went into the South-West and
discovered so much good land-at that
time he was proposing to bring [rozen
meat and produce from. New Zealand:
now hie hims 'elf says the country is poor.
Compare the statements, either the South-
West is a desert or it is a garden or
Eden.

THE MINSTER FOR LANDS: There
were three years between the two periods.

Ma. MORAN: With due respect to the
Minister, I say he is no authority on

*land in Western Australia; he could not
be expected to be; he was little more
than a boy when he went to the Eastern
Goldfields, and he did .not learn of the
resources of West Australian agricul-
tural land by carrying on the business
of an auctioneer at Boulder. It is
laigely on the opinion of the Minister
for Lands that this proposal is brought
forward, and supposing he is ever so
good an authority, is a man to convince
the House by a flying trip right through
a district likei that? There is this fact:
that land was known long before the
State of Queensland was known almost,
and yet it remains unsettled. The
opinion oif people like Sir John Forrest,
who has been over every inch of the
country, is that the land( is not at all
suitable for pastoral purposes, to start
with. Everybody who has tried pastoral
pursuits in that district has lost every-
thing. It will not grow grass, to begin
with; that is a certainty.

Mn. EWING: Are you speaking of the
land through which this line is going ?

Mn. MORAN: Yes.
MR. EWING: Then you are absolutely

Wrong.
MR. MORAN: Where are the flocks

and herds in the Great Southern District ?
Where are the marvellous flocks and
herds in that marvellous country Which
was known 75 years ago? And yeb
there. are more cattle on one of the West
Kimberley stations than in the whole of
the South-West. The Government want
a rail way* to go in 20 miles from another
railway so as to encourage the growth of
sheep and cattle. Does anyone tell
me that 20 miles is anything in the
growth of sheep and cattle? We know
a little better than that. ,I am 'vel
aware that when you talk about agricul-
tare you change the tune. I am not
saying anything about the agricultural
c apabilities of the country. I know that
land which will grow wheat and fodder
will not grow natural grasses very often.
I am told on the best authority that for
the first 35 miles the land is not fit for
agriculture, that is on the authority of
the member for the Williams and on the
authority of my own eyes. Did we not
pass a Bill for ihe Salvation Army people
the other night to exchange land which
they held there for better land? But
supposing there is the best wheat country
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in Australia for 265 or 80 miles from the
proposed railway line, I will not gainsay
that fact at all. At the present time are
we lacking, or are we perishing in West-
ern Australia for agricultural land. I
say no, there is plenty of agricultural
land in other districts to he settled yet,
and if we want to open up that land, is
it not the height of wisdom to start in an
agricultural district and go to the limit
of the sand patch ? And is it not the
height of unwisdom to start at the other
end and run through the sand patch to
the agricultural land to encourage traffic
that is to spring up? Coal is there it is
true, coal is there of its kind and no one
has been a greater friend to the Collie
coal than I have, or supported it more
strongly. I want the House to consider
what is the best course for the Govern-
mont to take in dealing with coal. We
cannot force the mines to use it for eight
years; that is the limit, on the authority
of the best muan here. I took the trouble
of inquiring from the best mining man
in the State, I give his name, that of Mr.
Hewitson, who is better known through-
out Australia, who stands better in the
mining world, and he assures mue that
it is impossible for'Collie coal to be used
by him or any other mining manager
until wood is .£1 a cord, and be says that
will be many a year yet. The goldfields
,are a commercial proposition, they' are
surrounded by vast forrests of timber ;
I know every inch of it south of Cool-
gardie. There are vast forests which I
have seen around Mount Monger, Lake
tefroy, and Bulong. In that district
can be got thle finest poppet legs and the
finest mining timber of any kind, let alone
firewood. And of firewood there is almost
an inexhaustible quantity between that and
Norseman. The goldflelds will use that
which is a shilling cheaper. The day
will come when Collie coal will be usedIand in- the life of West Australia what
are eight years ? What is the use of
seeking after the impossible ? I want to
point out that the most important con-
sideration of all to my mind where we
have a coalfield is railway communication.
We built a railway to the coalfield. It
has communication by means of a rail-
way, and if we have to wait -four or five
or eight or 10 years and want to encour-
age the Collie coal industry, what is the
more statesmalike course at the present

time ? To carry the Collie coal cheaper.
and to Carry it until we are on sure
round before we enter on a parallel and
competitive line of railway which will rob
the present railway of its traffic. The
proposed line cannot hope to pay. The
railways at the present time are strug9-
gling to pay interest. The railway- s have
been steadily going down. The history
of railways in Australia is against us.
The railways all over Australia have been
steadily going down f rom their inception.
The lines in Victoria paid handsomely at
one time like ours did, and in New South
Wales the railways paid handsomely in
spite of everythiing, but their railw ays
are going down. I hope they have
reached the resting point in New South
Wales, good system that it is, and that
resting point does not pay sinking fund.
Is it wise, taking these facts into con-
sideration, to go fartherV We are carry-
ing more miles of railway in this State to
the population, or but to put it more cor-
rectly there are less people per mile of
railway opened than in any other State of
Australia or in any other country in the
world. Railways cannot pay without
people. People alone can make the traffic.
People must hew the coal out, people
must cut the wood, and people must use
the fuel to make the traffic. Which
would be the wiserP I will take my place
in the country before any audience
and support the carrying of coal from
.here to the gold~fields as cheap as we can
carry it over our lines to give it a trial.
If we see there is a slight margin between
wood and coal, then we should help
the coal industry. I ask, is it wise to
force a natural industry like this and not
to utilise the timber reserves of the gold-
fieldsP Let me put before members the
ultimate issue. This State has to pay
very dearly for its whistle over Collie
coal. To-day the State is paying from
X50,000 or X60,000 for Collie coal.

MR. EWING: The State is paying noth-
ing of the kind.

MR. JACOBY: There is a loss of
£100,000 a Tear over it.

MR. MORAN: I will not quote figures,
but I know this, for the men engaged in
the work of running the railways in this
country assure me, that we are taking
more work out of the men and are not

S etting it out of the engine, by using
ollie coal. I refer the member for the
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South-West Mining District to any
organisation of men. He can go to them
and they will tell him what I say is
correct.

MR. Ewr~a: It is not true,
MR. MORAN: I repeat that there is

more work from the servants of the
State and less effectiveness from the
engine and haulage power. If the hon.
member tells me there is an advantage
in using Collie coal I deny him at once,
friend and all that I am of the Collie
coalfields, I do not want to live in a false
paradise. It is no advantage to the State
to be using Collie coal, from the point of
the payability of the railway lines. I
am not ignorant that it is well to have
industrial institutions in this country ;
as a protectionist, in this matter 1 am
willing to make some sacrifice in the hope
of building up permanent coalfields, and
I will vote for the line immediately I
think coal is cheaper than wood. It is a
commercial proposition. There are 2,000
people getting coal at Collie. There
are a great many more getting wood on
the Eastern G-oldfields who are just as
important to the State as the Collie coal-
miners. An attempt is being made to do
an unnatural thing.

MR. EWING: That is not the object of
the Bill at all.

Ma. MORAN: The raison d'are of
thd Bill is the coal traffic, and I say
are we sensible men or is the House
divided into blind parties in connection
with the matter, that on public works we
should vote for them because they are
brought before us, and the other side
should vote against them) because they
are brought in by the Government?
That is not my view. It is unwise from
a Government standpoint. The Govern-
ment do not want to tie themselves up in
financial matters just now. The line is
not wanted as a relief. There are
more urgent public works in Western
Australia to-day ; long promised and
dangled before the public, which will
show a better return than this line will.
Here we are on tenter-hooks lest our
magnificent port of Fremantle should lose
some of its ocean-going traffic. If we
want to offer an addit ional ind ucemeut to
the world's shipping companies to send
their vessels to Fremantle, let theut know
that there is a dock where damaged ships
can be repaired. The dock is incomplete,

and is of national importance to the
State. It should be taken in band and
finished. Again, there are other urgent
works. It is to my mind a, serious ques-
tion whether we are justified in withdraw-
ing railway communication from Pilbarra.
and building a duplicate line from Collie
to the goldfields. There is already a
Coilie-Goldfields railway. It is question-
able whether we should not be acting
much more wisely by altering the title of
the Bill so as to make it authorise the
construction of a Pilbarra railway. There
we should open up a new centre, which is
now without railway communication; but
where there is already railway communi-
cation, and we desire to foster an indus-
try, we can foster it by reducing the rates.
If the Bill passes, it mtist seriously affect
Pilba ira's chance of getting its railway
fronm the Government. Are we not told
by the present Government that the time
has come for going very slowly in expend-
ing money on public worksP Is not, the
credit of all Australia, and our own
credit, at a low ebbP Are we to proceed
with a needless public work-at best a
questionable public work-and to refuse
to take in hand another work which will
open up an entirely new radius of aictivity,
a new centre ? It is highly questionable
whether that long promised railway from
Coolgardie to Norseman has not five
times as many claims on this country as
has the duplication of the railway from
Collie to the goldields. The Norsemian
line has long been promised. It has
been surveyed and laid out. What
acetual work has been done? None.
Is not Horseman goldfield worthy of
railway communication FIt is, after all,
holding its own. It is nothing pheno-
menal; but it still deserves its railway,
for that line would at once provide a
large additional supply of timber for the
Eastern Goldfields. I tell the member
for Mount Borges (Mir. Reid) and gold-
fields members generally, without wishing
to do any log-rolling, that in voting for
the Bill they are piling on the existing
goldflelds railway another line the expense
of which the existing railway must
bear.

THE PREMIER: In order to open up
the country.

MR. MORAN: Admittedly; but do
not open up too much country. We
have in this State a skeleton consisting
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of railways not yet clothed in fleshly
substance. That is unwise.

MR. JACOBY: And there are seven
million acres available for settlement
slang the Great Southern and Eastern
railways.Anwh

ME, MORAN: Adwyspend half
a, million of money on such a question-
able project? Every pound spent on
this liue militates against the Norseman
and Pilbarra railways. It needs must do
so. We are increasing our indebtedness;
therefore we are limiting our borrowing
powers. We are not serving any large
number of people. True, we hope to
encourage settlement in that district;
but there is only one practicable method
of encouraging settlement. Build a
light frame railway to a point 2.5 miles
out of Narregin or Wagin through
the agricultural country. Settle that
country ; and when Collie coal can
be placed advantageously on the gold-
fields, whip that line through to Collie
and on to the goldfields. Will that
be a work of many years? It is a.
work of one. That would be a states-
manlike policy. Look at the question
from every standpoint. We have
plenty of agricultural country ; it is
better to lose a little money on our pre-
sent line between our coalfield and our
Eastern Goldfields than to lose much on
a duplicate line. From all standpoints
I appeal to the Government not to force
this Bill through the Hfouse in the
closing days of the session, after the
Standing Orders have been suspended;
and I will conclude by publicly stating that
since we have bicameral Government in
Western Australia, and since it is to
remain with us for good or ill for a long
time to come, and since it is admitted
that our second Chamber exists for one
purpose only-to check hasty and ill-
considered action on the part of this
Assembly-if ever there was a time when
it is j ustifiable for another Chamber to
save this country from the burden of an
expenditure of half a million sought to
be authorised by a Bill brought in after
the s4uspension of the Standing Orders
in the last days of a session, this is that
time. None of us has had any informa-
tion about the projected railway, except
that contained in a few garbled reports
submitted by the Minister for Tands.
The agricultural capabilities of the di8-

trict are doubled. by the best authority
in the Chamber. The probabilities of
carrying coal to advantage are scouted
by everybody-even 'by the Government
and the goldfields members. If ever
there was a time when another Chainber
should take a firm stand and throw out
this Bill, that time has now arrived. I
hope, however, that we shall take on our
,shoulders; the responsibility of delaying
this project for five months. During
that five months I hope to have an
opportunitY of going over the proposed
route, not to set myself up as an authority,
but to satisfy my own mind, which I do
not admit is satisfied, on one point. By
inspecting the route I cannot learn any-
thing about the coal. I know that the
coal will not be used on the goldfields ;
but I can learn, as far as my poor abilities
enable me, how much agricultuaral country
there is between Narrogin and the sand-
belt. That will be some little satis-
faction. We have never, after so little
consideration, authorised the building of
a railway; and I have been here when
each of our railways was authorised.

THE PREMuIER.: No railway has ever
received so much consideration. Never
before have such reports been placed
before the House.

Aft. MORAN : I maintain that every
other railway, proposition was threshed
out here in many a long and weary
debate.

THE PREmiER.: Absolute fudge.
Mn. MORAN - We know how long

each line was considered, how each pro-
ject was threshed out, and how much we
knew of the pros and cons before passing
the Enabling Bill. Will not this present
proposal stand the test of a general elec-
tion ? Is it the aim of the Government
to fasten it on the country for political
reasons before the general election ? Are
they pledged to force this Bill through
the House in return for political sup-
port ? They caninot wait five months to
get the opinion of the taxpayers of this
State, who will bear the cost, as to
whether we shall put on their shoulders a
burden of half a. million. Those who are
paying nine-tenths of the burden of taxa-
tion will have to pay for that line; for if
it does not pay, the goldfields railway, the
Great Southern railway, and the other
agricultural lines will have to bear the
loss. I say, we have not as yet made any
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mistakes in our railway policy, so far as I
can see.

MR. ILLINOWOETH: What about the
Greenhills railwayP

MR. MORAN: True. I do not think
it is paying.

MR. HASTIE: What about the Bridge-
town line ?

MR. MORAN: Well, it runs into a
Uimber country from the coast ; and if it
does not pay, what chance has the Collie
railway? Let us Ray that there have been
mistakes in our railway policy. Then
that is all the more reason whyv we should
not make any more. Take the Oreenhills
line if you like: There is much more
settlement in that district to justify a
railway than there is along the proposed
route of the Collie line. Where is the
settlement we have been told of? Where
can the Minister for Lands say that he
saw this settlement? Nowhere. He saw
only a wilderness of scrub.

HON. F. H. PrEssE: He did not travel
along tb - route. He never saw it.

TEE MINISTER FOR LAD5 There is
very little of it he did not see.

Mn. MORAN: I will ask the Minister:
If he studied the subject with the aid of
a properly-prepared map, would he put
the railway through a blank or through a
settled area? Who ever heard of running
a railway between two belts of settlement
instead of from one to the other? The
people who have lived on the Williams
for years must know the truth of the
matter. Look at the map on the wall.
The proposed route is a white, pale-faced
gash. North and south of the route is
settlement; and the people of the Wil-
liams ought to know the facts. A
member says that the railway policy of
the United States is to build lines through
unoccupied land. That I deny. We
know that some of the American railways
are pioneer lines. What forV To open

up magnificent agricultural country a
line is putin at private cost and private
nisk, and the land is sold at once. But
to say that the rail way policy of the
United States is, on the whole, to run
lines through unoccupied country is to
ignore nine-tenths of the railways of
America, which go through hiL, e~tates
belonging to land companies. What re-
mains to justify this Collie linee Nothing
that lecan perceive. The best authorities
on our agricultural and coal resources are

aganst it. On those grounds I would
as the House to reject the Bill. 1 do

not think very much of the " six months "
amendment. I should have infinitely pre-
ferred to see the Bill referred to a select
committee, and not thrown out altogether.
I will support the motion of the member
for the Williams that the Bill be referred
to a committee of inquiry. Let us have
the fullest information procurable. Let
the committee have authority to take the
evidence of the few settlers already in the
district. And I appeal to the House, to
the members who represent the bulk of
the people, not to saddle this country
with the initiation of an expenditure of
half a million on the eve of our going to
our constituents, when perhaps our rail-
way policy will be reversed. On all
grounds 1 appeal to mnemibers not to
hasten the deterioration of the railway
system of this State by building lines
such as this-a line which I cannot but
think is the result of political support,
and of a feeling on the part of the Gov-
ernmnent that they must have some sort,
of public works policy now that they
are to face the electors. I say, far better
do nothing than do wrong. I will sup-
port the member for Kamnowna's six
months' amendment; and if that be
defeated, will make another appeal, on
behalf of the member for the Williams,
to have the Bill referred to a select com-
mittee.

MR. F. REID (Mount Burges); I
intend to support the Bill, because T
think that if passed it will prove of great
advantage to the count-v. I shall deal
with three points: first, the Collie coal
industry; second, the agricultural rail-
way; and third, the supply of fuel
for the Eastern Goldfields mines. No
doubt the people of this country have
great reason to be proud of the Collie
coal industry. Notwithstanding the fact
the coal is not of first quality, it is of
such a quality as to give employment
to 400 men at the present time, and to
enable Collie to carry a6 population of
nearly 3,000 to 4,000 people. Thatbkin~g
so, I think it is an industry which should
certainly be supported by members of
this House, and I believe that any mem-
ber who has so far gained the con-
fidence of the people of the State as
to be sent to this House; should have
sufiietpatniotisn to supportan industry
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which is carried on in the country. I amn
of opinion that in the near future a much
better class of coal will be discovered at
Collie. Having seen several of the mines,
I have been able to form this opinion.
[MR. THOMAS: Question.] So far as
the railway is concerned, it will not only*
tend to increase the volume of trade in
connection with Collie coal, hut it will
also be the means of opening up a very
large tract of agricultural country, and of
Settling on this land 500 farmers with
1,000 acres each and employing two men
each, thus giving employmient to 1.500
men with 1,500 families. This certainly
would be it valuable asset to the State.
[Opposition laughter.] Hon. members
may laugh. I am giving what I think to
be correct, and I believe that I have a right,
to be heard in this House without being
laughed to derision by members opposed
to this Bill and prepared to do every thing
they possibly can to wreck it. I ami only
saying what I think, and I[ am sincere
in anything I do Say. I am sorry other
membfers cannot say the same. A rail-
wait will mean that this great population
will be placed upon the land adjacent to
the line, and certainly it would be to the
advantage of the country. It has been
said in this House over and over again
that the one filing we require in this
country is population. I certainly am
one to lend my support to any
scheme that will induce population
to settle on the lands, and I think
that the construction of the railway would
be of great value to the gold mines in the
near future in regard to the supply of fuel.
[Mat. TAYLOR: In about 165years hence.]
Various hon. members have given to the
House most exaggerated statements in
connection with the supply of fuel we
have at present on our goldfields, and it
has been variously estimated at from five
to twenty years' supply. A little over
two *years ago I had to stand up in this
Rouse and had to approach the Minister
for Lands for liberty to one of our fire-
wood companies to lay down a. line to
tnarntain the supply of firewood at the
time. Had a permit not been given to
the company, there would have been a
great dearth of fuel on the fields, 500
men engaged in supplying the 900 tons
of fuel daily required on the mines would
have been thrown iale, and one-half of
the mines on the Golden Mile would have

been shut down, thus throwing out of
work in all about 4,000 to 5,000 men. I
felt I was justified in the attitude I took
up then. History from that time to the
present has clearly proved to me that I
was right, and that one member, at all
events, of this Chamber who stood up in
a workers' conference and endeavoured
to the very best of his ability-and I am
sorry to say lie succeeded-to have a vote
of censure'passed upon ine by that con-
ference, though he was equally guilty, if
there was any' guilt in end eavouring to
obtain a regular supply of firewood for
the mines, with myself, and guilty (if a.
more heinous crime, for he had practi-
cally obtained a monopoly for the Sons
of Gwalia Gold Mining Company at that
time, though his crime was Dot mentioned

Iwhile I was blamed, was guilty of the
greatest treachery one man could use
towards another.

THE SPEAKER: Order. The hon. mem-
her must withdraw.

Mn. REID: I am sorry that I had to
say it, and I withdraw.

TirE SPEAKER:- The subject of that
congress is also foieign to the question
before the House.

Ma. REID:- Hon. members have made
Iexaggerated statements to the House as
to the amount of firewood available on
the goldfields, and various estimates hav'e
been made ranging from five to 20 years.
When we consider that from the time the
Kurrawang Firewood Company obtained
the righit to cross the Kunnanalling
reserve in order to reach open country
they have laid down 59 miles of railway
to obtain their supplies and have
denuded the whole of the couintry along
that 59 miles, we can see the position.
Members who say that there is a 1.5
years' supply of firewood forget that on
the goldfields there are 4,000 square
miles of timber reserves which cannot be
touched by any fire~wood companies. I
am not saying anything that is not abso-
lutely correct, and I have the figures
given to me by one of the clerks in the
Lands Department. There are 4,000
square miles of valuable timber lands on
the goldfields to-day which are reserved,
and cannot be touched by any firewood
companies or by anyone on the goldfields
except the mines which are surrounded
b Y those reserves. Much of the timber
lying to the south of Coolgardie, on
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which the member for Dundas based his
calculations, is valuable, but 400 square
miles of that belt'of timber are reserved
and cannot be touched by anyone. The
hon. member must understand that,
should these reserves be taken out from
his calculations, there is only five to six
years' supply available on the fields.

MR. THOMAS: We can postpone this
railway then for five years.

Ms. REID: -If the Kurrawang Comn-
pany are allowed to run for another five
years they will have to truck the 900 tons
of firewood a day over 200 miles, and it
will cost them at least l8s. per ton. The
member for West Perth said that a mine
manager told him that he would not
use Collie coal until firewood was £1
per ton. I think the time is not
far distant wben there will be a
gpreat increase in the price of firewood.
The member for Mount Margaret (Mfr.
Taylor) was of opinion that the price
would be reduced in the very near future.
I speak of what I know, and I say that on
account of the distance the wood will
have to be drawn there must be inevit-
ably a vtry- substantial increase in the
price in the future. I am doing all I
possibly can to maintain a supply of fuel
for the mines on the goldfields for the
future; and if those members, mining
members as well, who have spoken so
long and strongly against this measure
are successful in their attempt to defeat
the Bill they will be doing the worst
thing they could possibly do for the
fields, because they are doing something
which in the near future -must deprive
the goldfields of firewood and must in-
crease its price. If any member should
go for a supply of fuel on the goldfields,
it is the member for Mount Margaret,
who knows very well that above Mens es
there is very little firewood indeed, and
that the mines in that district have to
draw it from very considerable distances
now, and that as a natter of fact there
is only two years' supply in that district.
Be must know that there must be a
Supply of Collie coal or something else to
keep these mines going, because there is
no other fuel there. I have said all that I
intended to say, and I have said it with the
greaest sincerity, believing it to be true.
I know as a matter of fact that it is true.
Those members not aequainttd with the
supply of fuel on the goldfields should

not be led away by the extravagant state.
ments of several members. I am
endeavouring as far as I possibly can to
represent the people who sent me here,
and in supporting this Bill I believe I an
doing may best in their interests. I
believe the construction of this railwa3
will be a decided advantage to the Collic
coal and to mines on the goldfields, and
that, all round, it will be a means oi
bring prosperity and happiness to a. greal
number of people living in this country.

Mu. F. ILLINGWOWVH (cue): m
experience of railway extension teacbe
me that it is most desirable to bx
cautious. I have seen proposals of tii
kind made with a great deal mon
evidence to support them than supporti
this proposition, turn out failures; anc
as I do not know this country myself I
have had to form an opinion tin suel
information as I could gather and as hai
been laid before this House, and it seemi
to me almost conclusive from all thi
evidence I can gather that the railway &,
proposed from. Collie to the Great South
emn line cannot be made a pa-ying pro
position. There is nothing in the distric,
to warrant its construction, and Iron
that standpoint the railway ought not t
be made; but the other proposition tha
the railway should be extended from thi
Great Southern Railway to join thi
Eastern Railway is a proposition o
another chatracter, and the whoile o
the financial phase of that subjec
rests upon the question of timbe,
versuts coal. Now a deal has bee]
said on both sides of this question
The general impression I have fron
information I have been able to gather i
that timber is getting steadily scarcer
and will steadily rise in its cost to th.
mines, but at the same time I think ther,
is no immediate fear that the timber wil
fail.

Ma.. THOMAS; Contracts show tha
during the last 18 months there has bee
a decrease of Is. 6d.

Mia. ILLINOWOETH: That may bE
There is no great. hurry for the construe
tion of this line in the interest of th,
Kalgoorlie mines. That the line wil
have to be one day constructed seems to
be pretty clear. I think the railway ha
a good dleal to recommend it and th
general argument is probably very corn
plete as towhy it ought tobTeimade. 1

Bill, eecondreading.
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will be found advantageous to make it at
a future date, but I contend that at this
stage nothing has been laid before the
House to warrant its immediate con-
struction. Let us look at the position in
which we stand. This is a moribund
Parliament; within a fortnight of its
death. What is this proposal? Some
say an expenditure of a quarter of a
million, and others an expenditure of
half a million. Whether it be half or a
quarter, I ask the House to say whether,
within a fortnight of the death of the
present Parliament, we are justified in
committing a future Parliament that will
be elected next year to the construction
of a line in which it has had no voice, no
evidence? If there were no other argu-
ment in the world I contend that is an
absolutely conclusive one for the rejection
of this Bill in some form. What is
impressed Upon my mind is this: I can
see that there are advantages to be gained
and that there is a good deal to) he said
for the railway from a certain standpoint,
but no informiation has been laid before
this House to warrant the construction of
the line. 'A thing that ought to be done
is to obtain that information. I contend
not that the Bill should be rejected, but
that information should be obtained con-
cerningr its future. The most that can be
said about this line is that a primnd facie
case has been made out, and that. case
wants farther examination and farther
light.. I contend as a constitutional
principle we are altogether at fault in
proposing to commuit a new Parliament to
a big public work like this when the
Government have made no provision
whatever for its construction. They have
not given us a single word as how they
propose to finance this work, but they
simply do what has been done in times
past-vote'for the construction of certain
works and leave their successors to find
the. money to carry out the work. We
have had too much experience of that
kind. This Government has had quite
enough to check it from adopting such a
course as that, and I anm surprised that a
Government which has suffered so much
from being committed to completing
works for the construction of which they
had no say should commit a new Parlia-
ment to construct a. work like this when
there is no evidence before the House as
to the nature of the country and as to the

proposal being a financial success; and
there are various other reasons why this
matter should be postponed. To vote for
Ihe amendment of the member for
Kanowna would of course accomplish
the aim I desire, but only in a limited
sense. It would simply put off the
question of the construction of the Collie-
Narrogin railway ntil some other pro-
position was brought forward in the new
Parliament. That, of course, would be a
right thing to do in some respects, but I
admit enough has been said in favour of
the railway and enough evidence has
been brought forward to make it desirable
thatthequestion should befartherinquired
into ; therefore I th ink the proposition of
the member for the Williams is the one
that should be carried out. This question
should be referred to a committee or to a
commission, which should work during
the recess, bring up a report to the next
Parliament, and recommend or otherwise
this great financial work. Again and
again for years this House has asserted
ia various ways the principle that we
want a public servic boalrd. to secure
proper examination before any public
work is undertaken. Even this Ministry
has supported again and again a pro-
posal that no work should be undertaken
until the tinauces have been arranged
and certain evidence adduced to show
that the proposition is a paying one.
The time is past for us to go in for loan
moneys on a haphazard arrangement, and
we must know what we are going to do.
If we are going to spend moneys in thle
future we must be satisfied that they are
going to be spent on reproductive works.
Looking at, the map and gathering
together the information I have obtained,
I am perfectly satisfied that the proiposed
railway from Collie to Narrogin should
not be constructed. It will not pay, and
cannot be made a paying proposition. It
canl only be taken up on the condition
that it will be for the purpose of supply-
ing fuel to the goldfields, but the imme-
diate want of fuel is not great , and, if it
were, what advantage would be gained
by passing the Bill this session ? Nothing
of importance can be done between now
and the next Parliament, and the scheme,
if it is worth anything, will keep and
will stand examination. Hf it will not
stand examination, and if there is to be
any undue haste in the construction of a
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line like this, involving an expenditure ofa large sum of money, I think thle Bill,
should be abandoned. Let us be satis-
fled that we are going in for a paying
proposition. I contend that this Elouse
should from the evidence before it get
farther information on this question, and
not throw the Bill out altogether. That
perhaps would be unfair, but we should,
before proceeding to commit the country
or the district to the proposal of a rail-
way, be well satisfied and have better
evidence than we possess at present.
Look at the position. Supposing we
passa mBill, the new Parliament will meet
in June next. Very little money, will be
expended and very little work done; but
supposing the new Parliament comes in
and rejects this proposal upon certain
information which may be obtained, look
at the wrong and injustice we should do to
those people who go and settle in the dis-
trict on the strength of this Bill. I say this
Parliament has not strength enough,
even if it had right enough, to guarantee
the construction of this line, because the
Government have not the money and
have wade no provision for the money.
All they say is that it will not require a
great amotunt of expenditure at present,
and that they can see their way clear for
the necessary expenditure during the
next six months. Would it be fair that
the new Parliament shouldq. be committed
to a proposal involving an expenditure of
£k300,000 or £400,000, the Government
making such a, proposal not having pro-
vided. tor the finances ? I say that view
of the subject alone. is sufficient to lead
this. House to pause before passing the
Bill. I hope the proposal of the member
for the Williams will he carried, that we
shall have farther investigation on the
question, and that the final settlement of
the subject will be dealt with by the new
Parliament.

Mu. T. HAYWARD (Bunbury): I
only desire to say very few words Ma to
the proposed railway. About three years
ago I spent a fortnight or more goi ng
over this country, and from my observa-
tions then I have come to the conclusion
that the report by the officers of the
Iands Department is a very fair oneI
We have heard a great deal about the
Salvation Army. No one who knows the
country would contend for one moment
that the land in that neighbourhood is

goo, and the land belonging to the
Svation Army is somewhere about the

worst part of it. We have to go some-
thing like 20 miles before getting to any
decent land, but from that onwards the

Iland improves till it becomes equal to
almost anything there is on the southern
line. I have had 50 years' experience of
land in the southern district as a farmer
and grazier. I will not put my opinion
against that of the member for the
Williams, who I have not the slightest
doubt knows more about it than I do,
but at the same time I forined a very

Ifavourable opinion of the country. I
have also understood that already a
considerable amount of land has been
taken up in anticipation of this line.
The line has been promised for a
long time-.-[Mr. THOMrAs: Never!] -and
the People hare looked forward to it. A
statement was made by the nit ber for
East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) last night
that the Government possessed any
amount of laud in the vicinity of the
present lines. I have travelled on mnost,
of the lines, with the exception of the
Midland, and indeed I have travelled on
that. Between Albany and Champion
Bay I have travelled the lines, and from
my observations I do not think the Gov-
ernuieut hold any land of any importance
within a reasonable distance of the pre-
sent railways. That is also a strong
argument in favour of constructing this
line.

HON. F. . If. PIESSE (Williams):
Speaking to the amendment that the
Bill he read this day six months, I may
say there seems to be some doubt in
regard to this matter. I would like to
set the mind of members at rest in
relation to the action I intend to take
concerning the amendment. I intend to
vote for the original motion; and am not
prepared to support the amendment. As
far as my proposal is concerned, my
opinion is farther strengthened by MY
recent visit to mny district. 1 there met
the leading townsman and settler of that
district, and he is under misap prehension
with regard to this line in the same way
as I amt confident hundreds of people in
that district are. They are all of opinion
that the line of railway now proposed to
be constructed is that line shown and
marked on the map as No. 3 route.
People appear to be much annoyed on

Bill, second reading.
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account of my attitude, but my opinion
is that I and serving their interests best
by obtaining farther information.

TwsE MiNisTER FOR LANDS:- You are
supporting the railway, but opposing the
route.

HON. F, H. PIESSE: I have said all
along I am in favour of the line, but I
wish farther information in regard to the
route. The Minister challenged me just
now with regard to the route he travelled.
Notwithstanding that he did good work,
hie did not travel over the whole of the
route.

THEi MINISTER: Tell me what part I
did not.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: You went by
the Darkan country, then on to Wagin,
'without taking the belt of country inter-
vening.

THE MINISTER: You are wrong.
HoN. F. H. FIESSE:- The Minister

never travelled the country from the
Albany road in towards Narrogin. There
never was a. greater reason for farther
inquiry than there is in this case. People
themselves are misled, for they believe a
certain liue oif railway which is not that
proposed by the Government is to be
constructed. The time is so short that
they have not seen the map, and I did*
not see it till four or five days ago. All
I have been working for is delay. I am
still in fhvour of the matter being farther
considered, and of the line being con-
structed provided that it is constructed
over the best route. Therefore no time
can be lost, and the good object will be
gained of delaying the matter for inquiry
and determining once and for all where
the line is to travel, not necessarily by
taking it midway between the two places,
but whether the track first decided on
should be adopted. In regard to the
country there must be some inisapprehen-
sion. Without taking into account the
quality of land available, do not forget
that we have already the Great Southern
Railway, which serves the land within 15
to 20 miles in the district proposed to be
served by this new railway.

(Sitting suspended for 10 minutes.]

Ma. U. H. JACOBY (Swan): I wish
to say in connection with this matter that
right from the very, time when the line
was first mooted, and before the discus-
sions concerning it reached anything like

I the dimensions they have now attained, I
was favourably inclined towards the line.
At that time I was under the impression
that the [shortage of the supply of fire-
wood for the fields would very soon
render that line highly productive from
the point of view of the coal traffic.
With very great reluctance indeed I find
mayself to-day, not adverse to the line,
but I want farther informaltion to allow
ins to give a verdict which I could say I
honestly gave in the interests of the
country in favour of the line. If I
could by straining & point become per-
fectly satisfied that there is sufficient
evidence at our disposal to commit the
country to nearly half a million of mon ey,
and that we should be doing a justifiable
thing in the interests of the State, I
should be glad to do it. The whole
round concerning the firewood suppl~y
to the fields has been fully discussed,
and- without that discussion there are the
reports of the responsible officials of the
Government which are sufficient to cause
members to withhold their decision for
some time to omne. The reports tell us
that there is sufficient fire-wood at the
present time to last for 20 years. If we
say there is sufficient firewood to last
eight years, that knocks most of the
support away from the line, looking at it
as a coal and agricultural line. If it
were a proposition purely as an agricul-
tural line, there is considerable doubt as
to which is the best route, and I think
there is considerable doubt whether the
route proposed by the Govern men t is the
best one. -I am inclined to think if
farther evidence were taken on the
matter, it might be discovered that our
safest plan at present would be to treat
the line as purely an agricultural one,
and start from the best point for

thtpurpose, from the Great Southern
lnand gradually build it right to Collie.

This will relieve our fin an'es very con-
siderably and we should not be under
the necessity of laying dlown a very heavy
line; the proposed expenditure per mile
would be considerably decreased. I do
not think I should have raised my voice
at all in discussing the question had it
not been for several members who have a
knowledge of the country committing
themselves to the statemnent that along
the present lines of railway there is not
sufficient land for those who wish to take

Collie-Narrogin Railway
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laud up. I consider more information
should have been obtained before mem-
bers miade a statement of that kind, for it
is absurd on the face of it, and is likely
to do an injury. There is more agricul-
tural laud along the railway lines in
Western Australia than in any other
part of Australia, when we take into con-
sideration the purely agricultural lanids.
served by the Great Southern railway
and the Great Eastern railway as far as
Tammin, including the Goomalling and
the Greenhills lines. Within a radius
of 20 miles of these two lines there are
oyver 10 million a-cres of ground. The
tota settlement in this State, of every
class of license or lease, including fee
simuple, except pastoral lease, does not go
mnuch beyond 31, million en-es. Our total1
alienation of agricultural and grazing
lands, including poison but not including
pastoral lands, is only 8,500,000 acres,
and there are agricultural lands served by
the Eastern and 0Great Southern raways
to the extent of 10 million acres. I
think such a statement as I have referred
to should not have been made,

Mn. Buazs: You must have multi-
plied the area in many ways.

MRt. JACOBY: Many deductions can
be wade fronm the figures I have quoted,
and still there would be any amount of
land suitable for settlement. Making all
deductions there would be mnany millions
of acres suitable for settlement along the
Great Southern and Eastern Railways.

Ma. Bunens : Where?
Mit. JACOBY: There is a, total of 10

millions of acres along these lines, and
the total area of land alienated to-day is
Only 3 millions and a-half. The hon.
member can make his own calculations.
I am taking my figures from the official
reports of the department.

t. BURGEs: On a 20-mile radius?
MR. JACO3Y:- Yes; each side of the

line. That is, two strips of country 40
miles wide, one on each side of the l1ie.

Ma. BURGoss: One runs iuto the other.
Mn. JACO BY:- Well, that helps my

argument.
Ma. Bososs: You do not understand

the subject.
Aft. JACOUY: Deduct one million

acres for bad country, and another
illfion if the hon. member wishes, to

strain. a point; even then, there is
probably about 20 times more land

available on those two existing railways
than the Government expect to throw
open by this new line. The Government
estimate that 590,000 acres will be wnade
ava-ilable, including the country already
served by the Great Southern railway.
Then if we take the average farm as
1,000 acres in area, only 500 farmers will
be settled by the railway. r wish to
saupport the proposal which will lead to
farther inquiry before wve commit our-
selves to this line. If we are to consider
it as a purely agricultural line, we should
take seine evidence as to whether it would
not be advisable, for both financial and
other reasons, that the line should start
fromn the Great Southern railway, and be
extended gradually, year by year, in the
direction of Collie. I shiall, therefore,
vote against the amendment of the
mnember for Kanowna; I shall vote for
the Bill, and shall afterwards support
the motion for reference of the Bill to a
select commrittee.

Ma. W. ATKINS (Murray) : Much
has been said on this matter, especially
as to the necessity for a coal line. I
think it has been fairly well proved that
at present a coal line is unnecessary. But
would it not be well to commence a line
from somewhere near Narrogin to pro-
ceed towards Collie for a certain distance,
as far as is necessary to tapi the agricul-
tural land, the railway being afterwards
extended as a coal line when required,
from Collie in a northerly 'direction to-
wards Pingelly ? Such a line would
serve all the settlers in that very large
district; it would serve Marraidong, Ban-
nister, and Wandering. I have heard
much said as to the necessity for keeping
Ministerial promises. If there is one
place in Western Australia which has
been waiting long for a. promised railway
it is Marradong; and the cost of a horse-
shoe line such as I have described would
not exceed the proposed expenditure on
this 88 miles of railway, and would pro-
ride an agricultural line twice as long as
is proposed, extending from Hotham over
the Williams River, up to Narrogin; and
the southern portion of that line could
afterwards be utilised for coal traffic. I
commend that or some similar scheme to
the Minister; for we do not now need a.
special line to carry coal to the goldfields;
and it is quite evident from Mr. Kelso's
report, backed up by everyone else except

Bill, second reading.
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the member for Mount Burges (Mr.
Reid), that there is on the goldfields an
ample supply of firewood. I do not hold
a brief for any particular place; but it
appears to we that the member for the
South-West Mining District holds a brief
all the time for the Collie railway; and
in season and out of Season he worries
everybody about that liue. Well, if that
railway were needed for the carriage of
coal, I think he would be right. But
after what we have heard in the House
during the last two days-and we have
heard enough-it is evident that coal is
not wanted on the fields, and that if it
went to the fields it would not be used.
Nor have we heard that the railway
authorities want the coal; in fact I know
quite well that the railway people, whether
the officers or the engine-drivers, would
be glad if there were no Collie coal in
the world. There is no money in it;
the Newcastle coal is just as cheap, a
great deal easier to work, and in working
it there is much less danger of fire. For
half the year, in the grass country, if the
locomotives used Collie coal numerous
fires would result. I do not think the
railway is yet needed ; and if meanwhile
the agticultural line, which the Minister
said would be very much checaper, were
constructed, say half way, and a branch
line connected with it, making a horse-
shoe, that would serve settlers in a very
large district, and would overcome the
Premier's objection to spur lines on the
score of expense, because there would not
be two spur lines, bint a continuous horse-
shoe, whichecould be run with one service
whether its length were 120 or 200 miles;
whereas two spur lines serving the same
country would need two engines and two
sets of rolling-stock. I see that the
Minister for Works quite understands
what I am driving at. I think it would
be well if the matter were considered, and
the coal project left for the present in
abeyance.'

Mn. S. C. PIGOTT (West Kimuberley):
I do not intend to say much on this Bill.
I think the arguments used on this
(Opposition) side of the House warrant
a postponement of the project for some
considerable time. The arguments of
those who favour the Bill, such as the
member for South-West Mining District
(Mr. Ewing),and theMinister for~ands,
were first that if the railway were built

good would be done to the State by open-
ing up large areas of agricultural land ;
second, that a saving would be effected
on the cost of carriage of Collie coal now
used by the rail way; and third, that a.
huge traffic would be created by carrying
coal from Collie to the goldfields. I have
examined some of the files before us;
and in view of the points I have
mentioned would like to read from
one or two. I do not intend to read
them all, for that is unnecessary. In the
first place, we have on this file a long
report from Mr. Muir, which is to my
mind in itself sufficient to wan-ant the
stand I take-that I cannot vote for the
Bill. This report is marked as having
been sent in on the 8th November, t902,
and describes the land which will prob-
ably be opened uip by the proposed
railway, but in my opinion does not Say
much in favour of the line. Mr. Muir
writes:

After leaving Collie, the country traversed
for the first 40 miles or so consists of broken
ironstone ranges.

THE MINISTER FoR LANDS: What
route is that?

Mu. PIGOTT: I do not think there
can be much difficulty as to the routes.
We have had several opinions. The
member for the Williams condemns the
route proposed by the Government as
severely as this report condemns the
other route.

THE MINISTER: I do not think the
member for the Williams has seen the
proposed route.

MR. PIGOTT : Surely this is not
simply a matter for fighting over a route.

THE MINISTER: The member for the
Williams supports the Bill, but not the
route.

MR. PIGOTT; Then it, is the duty of
the Government not to rush the Bill
through.

THE PEEmint:. We have not rushed
it.

MR. PIGOTT: Well, you have been
careful to keep it back till near the end
of the session. Now you say you want
it passed at once. That is unfair.
Of course, if the Government are in-
tent on passing the Bill, they, with their
large majority, will doubtless pass it;
but I think it only right that the
Opposition should give an opinion on it.
We do not desire to obstruct; but even
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if there are only one or two men in the
direct Opposition they will not be
dictated to by the Priemier or anyone
else as to how long a debate shall last.
Mr. Muir practically condemns the
country. He mentions a few small
patches of good country which would be
traversed, and then proceeds:--

Apart, however, from the land above men-
tioned, a good part of which is already within
easy and reasonable touch of the Great
Southern railway, the country through which
the proposed )in- would pass is, with the
exception of a few isolated patches, in the
immediate vicinity of the granite outcrop,
poor in the extreme, and, in fact., may be de-
scribed as worthless.

MR. EWIiNG: That is quite wrong and
unfair. Mr. Muir refers to a point 40
miles east of the Great Southern rail-
way.

Mat. PTGOfl: I beg to differ from
the hon. member. Mr. Muir reports on
the land between Collie and Narrogin.
The files are here, The hon. member
says -No." Let him examine the files.
Then Mr, Muir mentions the timber, and
states:

The timber, except close to the Collie, cannot
bo. considered of any great commercial value.
For the first 35 to 40 miles fairly good jarrah
forest is passed through; but after- this no
milling timber is to be seen, and on for 60 or
70 miles farther the wandoo and jams mostly
predominate. These timbers are never likely
to be requisitioned on the goldfields.

TEhu PREMIER:- Wandoo is used on the
goldfields.

Mut. PIGOTT : I am not an expert,
but I accept Mr. Mtuir's report. If h is
reports are of no value, why do the
Government obtain them ?

Mat. Ewitzo: He does not report from
an agricultural point of view.

Mxa. PIGOT: If Mr. Muir states
that the railway will lay notwithstanding
all this, I dare say I shall be inclined to
say, "1Let us have the railway." But we
have also several figuiis to show that the
railway will not pay. Referring to the
quality of the land through which the
railway will pass, Mr. Muir says in
effect that the land is worthless until it
approaches the junction with the South.-
Western railway; and as to the timber
supply as a probable asset, he says the
only benefit to be derived by the con-
struction of this line would lie to shorten
the distance between Collie and the gold-
fields as against the existing railway

service. Later on we have the opinion of
the Commissioner of Railways, Mr. W.
J1. George, given in a lengthy report,
which condemns this railway. We have
also letters written by members of the
Ministry, showing that until a few
mouths ago they had grave doubts about
the advisability of building this railway.
I refer especially to a minute written by
the Premier in October, 1902. to the
Minister for Lands, showing that at the
time he was not much in favour of
building this railway, and asking that
i nformation s houlId be obt ained on c:ertain
points which he stated, particularly with
regard to any possible saving in the coal
traffic to the goldfields, and'also as to
the grades and the effect of prices on coal
delivered upon the fields. Mr. George,
in reporting on this point, states a way
in which the distance and the cost of
carniage to the Easitern Goldfields can be
reduced, The Premier, in writing that
letter, appeared to 'indicate that lie
regaLrded this railway as one for the
carriage of coal to the goldfields;- and
there is no mention in his letter of the
agricultural aspect of the question, except
to say that Mr. Muir's report appeared
to condemn the line from an agricultural
point of view. The report of Mr. Coi-
mnissioner George, although lengthy, is
well worib reading. [Extracts read.]
In this report Mr. George compares the
cost of the proposed route to the gold-
fields by this line with the present
railway route; and he shows that by
running coal to the goldf ids via, Nar-
rogin there would be a saving of Si. 9d.
per ton, but against that there is the
considerable expense of the return
haulage of trucks.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: He knew
nothing of the grades then, as they were
not taken.

AN. PIGOTT: His report shows that
the difference in price for coal sent by
this route, as compared with the existing
railway route, is not a difference worth

cnidiering. He compares the cost of
coal with firewood delivered to the gold-
mines, and he estimates that two tons of
good firewood are equal to one ton of
Collie coal; then making all allowances
for return haulage of trucks and so on,
and assuming there is sufficient firewood
in the vicinity of the Kalgoorlie mines to
last for ten years, although later informs-
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tion before this House shows on good
authority that the available supply will
probably besufficient for at least fifteen
yeas, M. George says the saving in
distance would reduce the cost of carriage
for coal by 3s. 9d. per ton, but against
that must be set the cost of return
haulage of trucks and other contingencies
stated in his report. Taking all these
into view, Mr. George says distinctly he
would rather deal with the haulage of
coal from the Collie by the present mail-
way on which the grades are severe,
than deal with the haulage of coal along
the proposed route. He says also that
the proper course is for the Collie people
to develop and establish their coal trade
before a railway is made for carrying that
coal by a direct line to the goldfields.
Some respect should be shown for this
report, as Mr. George was appointed by
the present Government to be Com-
missioner of Railways as being the best
man available; yet because this report by
the best man available practically con-
demns this railway, for that reason the
Government say they are not going to
take any notice of his report. Another
argument put before members is that the
line would relieve the congestion of traffic
on the existing railways. Mr. George
says that argument has little weight in it,
that he can handle and work the traffic
on the South-Western line, and that he
is at present considering the practicability
of connecting that line at Burswood
(Victoria Park) with the Eastern rail-
way to the fields, so that the traffic
could go direct to the goldfields with-
out touching Perth at all. This ex-
pedient would cut out a number of
expensive crossings, etc., Bad he urges
this view on the Government as being
far better than to undertake the con-
struction of a direct line from the Collie
coalfield. He also says that if the
present long gap of duplication, say from
Bellevue to Coolgardie, could be joined,
the time in tranisit would be greatly
shortened. He speaks of the expendi-
ture on this proposed line as being
unwarranted in the circumstances, and he
points out that Collie coal cannot be
stacked in bulk on account of the risk
of spontaneous combustion, and must
therefore be used as it is delivered.
That is an opinion we have from Mr.
George, the Commissioner of Railways,

and it is quite sufficient, from my way of
thinking, to stop the use of the coal
altogether. The Ministerial reply is
written by the Premier, who says " If we
accept the view of the Commissioner of
Railways the line can only be regarded
as one to be judged by its land develop-
mnent capacity." If we are to believe the
Commissioner, we should not take into
consideration the question of the coal at
all. The Premier farther says " Before,
however, accepting this position, I should
like to have the Engineer-in-Chief's view
on the railway." There are many reports,
and as far as I can see they are all prac-
tically of the one tone. Now we come to
later reports. We have one by the
Minister for Lands, who has gone through
the previous reports and he says, "After
examining the country very carefully, I
freely recommend the railway, upon the
ultimate success of which the Govern-
ment are perfectly safe in staking their
existence." It is open to members to
read any of the documents on this file
that go to refute the opinions of Mr.
George and Mr. Muir. We have from
the Commissioner of Railways, who takes
2+2 tons of firewood as equal to only 1 ton
of coal, the statement that the line ought
not to be built to convey coal to the
fields. There is another question, and it
is a large one in my opinion, very closely
attached to the Bill before us. It is a
question whether the Government are
doing right in using Collie coal on the
railways at all.

MR. EWING: You are not going to
raise that point, surely ?

MR. PIGOTT: It is a point I feel it
my duty to raise.

MR. EWING: You do not feel it your
duty at all.

MR. PIGOTT: The member for the
South-West Mining District evidently
knows what is in my mind better than
myself. In my opinion it would payv the
State better to shut down the mines at
Collie, and if the companies are making
a profit, pay the companies the profit they
are earning and shut down the mines.
That is my opinion.

Tnn PREMIER: Is that the opinion of
the Opposition ?

MR. PIGOTT: I am speaking for
myself; ,the O pposition may acceptimy
opinion ithey like. We how this coal
is being used on tbe railways and it is
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being used in defiance of the wishes of
those who have to run our railways.

MR. EWIG. Certainly not.
Ma. PJGOTT: The member says

"certainly not," will he admit the coal
is being used on the railways at a tre-
mendous loss to the State'

Ma. EWING: I will not admit that be-
cause it'is not true. I am speaking of
the present time. Read this 'year's
report by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways.

MR. PIGOTT. This year's report is
the first that does not give anything
about the Collie coal.

ME. Ewrwo:- Yes it does, it gives the
cost.

MR. PIGOTT. It gives the number
of tons used and the cost of the coal;
there is no comment on the coal like
there has been in previous reports.
There are members who have not taken
this into their minds-the importance of
the question. We have a report on the
railwaysa which goes to prove that for
1900-1, when the Collie coal was supplied
at an average of 10s. per ton, Dot 13s.6d., that by using the coal the State lost
just on £40,000 a year. Will the hon.
member for the South-West Mining
District deny the correctness of that ?

MR. EWINGi: I have denied it often
and often.

MR. TfaoM&s: Then what is the State-
ment doing in the Government blue
book?

MR. PIG OTT: If the figures are not cor-
rect they should not appear in this report,
and the man who wrote this report ought
not be in the service if the statement is
not correct. The member for the South-
West M'inn District laid great stress
on the fact that the price of Collie coal
had been reduced from 13s. 6d. to
l0s. 6d. per ton. He takes very fine
care not to mention the price of New-
castle coal as having some down far
more per ton than the price of Collie
coal has. This report clearly shows
that for one year on the Government
railways, if the Government had used
Newcastle coal only, they would 'have
paid more actually for the tonnage of the
coal by £8,597, but in exchange for that
they would have used 42,477 tons less of
fuel. The Government would have use~d
a more expensive fuel but a less quantity
of it, and in that way the department

would have saved the huge expense of
handling those 42,000 tons, and not
handling the coal once but all over the
railways. Without giving full credit to
the extra cost of handling the coal there
is a6 clear saving of £40,000. There
would have been that saving if no Collie
coal had been used at all. There is
another saving which is not men-
tioned here which probably would have
been brought about if Collie coal had

Inot been used, and there is the saving
effected by the Government not having
to pay the huge claims made by farmers.

Mn. Buaozas: They never pay them.
Mn. PIGQTT: If the 'y do not pay.

them the Governmnent are still liable to
pay them and I am convinced the
Government have paid some of them .

TaxE M1iNISvsn FR WORKS: Are tbere
no fires where Newcastle coal is used?

Mn. Ewisa:, The fires are worse in
New South Wales than here.

MR. EuaLexS: I give that an absolute
denial.
iMR.PIGOTT; I90 think in one report

it isstatd tht 90per cent.. of the fires
Ialong the railways are due to the use of
Collie coal.

MR. WALLACE: Are you advocating
the closing down of the Collie coal
mines?

Mn. PTGOTT: If the industry caninot
be carried on without bolstering it up
with the money of the State.

Tax PREMIER: You go farther than
that: you say we should not use Collie

1coal at all because it causes so many
fires.

MR. PIGO?.V: I say unless we are
prepared to waste money in kee ping this
industry going, the mines should he
closed down. It has been stated that in
1900 Collie coal was 10s. 10d. per ton;
instead of the cost being 10s. l0d. it was
over £1l per ton. The actual cash paid
was not Xi per ton, but that is what the
coal cost the State.

MR. EWING: Everybody knows that.
Mn. PIGOTT: Then why did not the

member for the South-West Mining Dis-
trict say, "1We are selling coal at 10s. per
ton, but it really costs 2 Le :"

Mn. EwING;: But it does not cost £1
per ton.

Mn. PIGOTT: It really costs more
than.Li per ton. The member for the
South-West Mining District laid stress
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on the cost of bringing the coal to Perth.
We have a minute in this report which
says, "1Had the department used New-
castle coal exclusively we should bare
saved the haulage of the greater portion
of 85,862 tons for a distance of 124 miles
from Collie to Perth." Newcastle coal
is landed at Fremantle at 1i7s. l Id, per
ton, and I am. certain that Collie coal
could not be landed in Government rail-
way trucks at Fremantle for that amo unt.
Members must see that there is a waste
of money in using Collie coal. The Gov-
ernment are paying 1 7s. I Id. per ton for
Newcastle coal at the present time in
Fremantle.

THE PREMIER:- You wish to close down
the mines?

MR. PTGOTT: It is not a Government
property.

TE PRnnmwn: I thought we were
debating a railway Bill, not Collie coal.

Mat. PIGOTT:- One of the reasons
advanced for the railway was that coal
would be got cheaper, and] I bring forward
these statements to show that the rail-
ways ought not to use Collie coal at all.
That is not only my opinion but the
opinion of the Government officers. This
report in conclusion says:

I place the foregoing facts before you, not
with any desire to urge you to desist from
using the Collie coal, hutt in order that you
may be fully aware of the- extent to which the
department is encoung this local industry.

and f te cot wich Z dpartentis at in
so doing, and in order that this expense may
receive attention when oar working expenses
percentage is considered.
I do not think that anyone who has taken
the trouble to read that report will have
any doubt-not as far as the Com-
missioner of Railways is concerned. I am
certain if the Commissioner was left to
work the railways to the best advantage
and in the most economical way he would
not sanction the use of Collie coal, but it
way be that the country as a whole is
agreeable to pay extra cost to keep the
coal industry going. If that is the case
let the full cost of the railways be shown
in the reports. I would rather pay the
coal companies a bonus of £50,000 per
annum than use the coal. It is costing
the railways £50,000 per annum. to use
this coal; let us charge the consolidated
revenue with £60,000 and show it on our
Estimates as a bonus to the coal industry.
Let the general public know what is

being done; and do not do it in an under-
hand fashion.

MB. WnLAcn : You are reading
reports two years old.

MR. PIGOT: - It generally takes 12
months for a report to get to this House.
The report given to us this year states
siwply how many tons of Newcastle coal
have been used and how many of Collie,
but without comment as to the relative
values of the fuels, I hope the House
will well consider this matter before
passing the Bill. Conscientiously speak-

ing 1 cannot sele my way to support
tho second reading; consequently I am
opposed to the amendment moved. If,
however, that amendment is not carried,
then I must vote for the next best pro-
posal-that the Bill be sent to a, select
committee, so that we may have more
light. Before the country is committed
to the expenditure of half a million of
money we should have more -definite
arguments to prove conclusively whether
the line is justified. We have conclu-
sive proof that the coal will not be
required on the fields for another 10 or
16 years at all events. All the mining
members have said that the coal will not
he used; and the latest reports issued by
the Government as to the quantity of
firewood available on the fields show that
there is at least a 15 or 20 years' supply.
We know also that the first report of the
Commissioner of Railways on this sub-
ject states that in his opinion the railway
Is unnecessary, and ought not to he built.
We have also various opinions given ii
this House by members for the agricul-
tural areas surrounding this, district;
opinions varying very much indeed,
some of them favourable to the land
to be passed through, and others very
unfavourable. But taking everything
into consideration I think the Ministers
might let this Bill drop. The projectis of
great importance; this is practically amori.
bund Parliament; and speaking niy own
nind, I do not really think the Govern-
ment exceedingly anxious to pass the
Bill. I think they would like to pas
the second reading; and if the Premier
is agreeable to passing the second read-
ing, putting the Bill at the foot of the
Notice Paper, and not bringing it up
again,1 this side of the Ufouse will have
no objection whatever to that course.
But I do not think the Premier can have
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say hope of getting the Bill on the
statute book this year. I am glad the
Bill has been introduced, for it has given
the project a good chance of being ade-
quately debated; and when a new Par-
liament is elected next year no doubt
this will be one of the first matters
attended to. By that time the countr~y
will have heard the opinions of the pre-
sent Ministry; and after the elections it
can be decided without doubt whether
the country -approves of building the
railway.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Waiter James):
I find some difficulty in understanding
the position of those members who say
that this is a, work of such importance that
it should be favourably considered during
next session, hut should not he recog-
nised or adopted by this Parliament. I
find it difficult to understand the con-
eluding remarks of the lender of the
Opposition (Mr. Pigott), who spoke to
that effect. It seems to me that if this
work is admittedly of such importance
the arguments in its favour show that the
need for its construction in the course of
five or six months, why in the name of
common sense should we not take upon
our shoulders the responsibility of de-
ciding the question now? I do not
hesitate to say that there never was a
railway Bill placed befotre the House
with so muc~h care, after so much exami-
nation, and with so many reports. I
shall be glad if any member who knows
better will mention one such Bill; and I
will then place (in the table the file and
all the reports b 'y which that Bill was
accompanied, and members can judge of
the accuracy of my statement. Those
members who have been in the House
as long as or longer thou I will
bear me out. We have, in connection
witL, this Bill, several reports on the
various aspects of the project. Members
who read through the files will notice
from various Ministerial minutes that we
have been critical all through, and have
insisted on the fullest information from
our responsible officers. The leader of
the Opposition referred to one or two
minutes of mky own, which clearly showed
my determination to elicit the fullest
information on the various points to be
considered. We have had mucb dis-
cussion as to the relative merits of Collie
coal and the indigenous firewood on the

1goldields. That discussion is enti rely
irrelevant, though I fully anticipated that
it would be raised by the member for
Dundas (Mr. Thomas), because there is
an old-standing rivalry between him and
the member for the South-West Mfining
District (M1r. Ewing) as to the relative
values of Collie coal and goldfields fire-
wood. Members have heard it discussed
on more than one occasion during the last
two sessions of Parliament, and they will

rcletinterjections passing between
the gentlemen in question. But whatever
may be the merits of that dispute it does
not at present arise. The maim issue
which we place before the House is that
this line is asked for as an agricultural
line. [MR. Tnoxas: Noj3 When I
delivered my policy speech in the Perth
Town Hall I statedl most distinctly that
I thought we ought to have land avail.
able for settlement in advance of our
requirements; and I urged the construc-
tion of this work as an agricultural rail-
way. In the Speech with which the
session opened members will find a con.
venient test oif the accuracy of the
interjection of the member for Dundas;
for in that Speech His Excellency said:-

The large demand for agricultural land
renders it desirable to make farther provision
for opening additional Crown lands suitable
for settlement. With that object you will be

1asked to authorise the construction of aL rail-
way from Collie to a point on the Great
Southern Rtailway line.

I think I have clearly shown fromn that
observation, which will be supported by
those who have a recollection of what I
said in the Town Rfail, that the Govern-
ment have always put this forward as an
agridultural line. Members will no doubt
recollect that the project was brought
into prominence some few years ago by a
suggestion that a line be constructed
from Collie to the Eastern Railway, with
the object-at that time the main object
-of carrying coal. The matter was
discussed, and a survey made of part of
the route. When I had to deal with the

project, I desired farther information as
to the need for a line to carry coal; and
members have in the files and reports
before them the information collected on
that point, showing that there is no
immediate need for carrying the line East

o arrogin. Now we have been hearing-
speech after speech, some of undue length,
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delivered to prove that there is no need
to construct a line to carry coal from
Collie to the goldfields. The Government
do not say so, and have never said one
word to show that the line is needed as a
coal line. The Government have always
been clear on the point that we need Ibis
railway as an agricultural line; but we
have a right to point out, and we do point
out, that if a. coal trade does arise between
Collie and the goldfields, the line will
then become of material value for the
purposes of that trade.

HON. F. H. Pin 555: That is the worst
policy I have ever heard propounded.

THE PREMIER: I am gla to hear
that. I always think 1 am right when
my policy is entirely opposed to the views
oC the hon. member; for I am then
§atisfied that I am progressing. What I
think one of the most unpleasan t features
in the whole of this debate is the attitude
of the member interjecting. The speech
he made Purported to be in favour of the
No. 3 route; that is, the old route,
survey' ed, I think, at the time he was
Minister for Railways.

HoN. F. H. PissEs: No; surveyed
since, by the present Government.

TaE PREMIER: The hon. member is
mistaken. His whole speech purported
to be iu favour of No. 3 route; but it is
astonishing to note that speaker after
speaker, in decrying the project, him
referred to the hon. member's speech as
ample justification for opposing the con-
struction of the line by any route. Now
it is most unfortunate that a member
should take up such a. position, and,
while professing to support the construc-
tion of a line between Collie and the
Great Southern railway, basing his oppo-
sition to the Bill nominally on the
question of route, should convey such an
impression that member after member
referred to his speech to justify their
opposition to the construction of any' line
at all. With due respect to the hon.
member, I think the reports show what
are the agricultural probabilities in con-
nection with the existing line. And why
should the Government prefer one route
to anotherP Whichever be the terminal
point selected, all are within one elec-
torate; so it cannot be suggested that
we wish to favour one member more than
another or one town more than another.
We approached the consideration of this

question with perfectly, free and unbiassed
minds; and there can be no suggestion
that we are actuated by prejudice when
we suggest to the House that one route
is preferable. If members could sug-
gest some reason why we should be
biassed against and blinded to the merits
of some particular route, or should
unduly favour some other, then perhaps
they might look with some suspicion on
the Bill; but we have approached this
question with no axe to grind, no politi-
cal purpose to serve; and I ask inber
to bear that in mind. We think the No.
2 route is the best, and we commend it
to members. But the question as to
route does not arise in this particular
discussion. We are now dealing simply
with the desirableness of extending a line
fromi Collie to the Great Southern Rail-
way. I put this shortly before members:-
we have our Great Southern Railway
running from Beverley to Albany; and we
have dlose to the coast the Southi-Western
railway running from Perth to Bridge-
town; is the intervening country be-
tween these two lines of railway to be
developed, or is it to remain undeveloped?
Are we to leave that great stretch of
country untraversed by a railway and in-
capable of development? I am not one
of those who believe that our first duty is
to make railways where settlements exist
already. Our duty is, so far as we can,
to throw open new lands for settlement
and to encourage additional settlement
as far as possible; because in the great
majority of cases members may be assured
that whlere settlement exists now the
farmers who have settled there took care
to see that they were within workable
distance of an existing railway, for, having
their choice of going to various parts of
the State and having taken their choice
by settling where they are, they will have
borne in mind the fact that there is a
railway system within easy reach of them.
It is urged as against this route-an
argument that will apply to every, route
of every agricultural railway-tbat a
portion of it will pass through bad land.
As against reports made by Inspector
Thompson and Mr. Hanford, the member
for Dundas now asks, what about the con-
trary opinion of the member for the Wil-
Eiarns? The member for Dundas places
an unfair construction on what the mem-
ber for the Williams said in regard to
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this line. I am satisfied to rely on the
opinion of the experienced land experts
who have reported on this line for the
Government, and I want members to
be guided by the reports we have ob-
tained bearing on the agricultural possi-
bilities of this line. These reports are
emphatic in stating that we have in that
country a. great area of land capable of
agricultural settlement. It is idle to say
that the land is no good, for we have
these reports of competent men, and we
ask the House to adopt them. Surely
now when we are almost on the eve of a
great and ever-increasing agricultural
development in this country, our duty is
to have agricultural land available for
settlement in advance of immediate
requirements. I am not one of .those
who are afraid of disappointment in
regard to the settlement of the land, for
I havre too great faith in this State of
Western Audtralia; and I am satisfied
that as we find new settlers coming to
this State and taking up land month by
month, and being so satisfied when they
settle here that they send for their
friends, who come here also and settle on
the land; I say it is not for us in this
House to preach the gospel of doubt and
despair. If that huge tract of country
between the Great Southern Railway, and
the South- Western Railway is not capable
of development, is not worth developing,
then there is a bad lookout for the agri-
cultural resources of this State. because
that area. should be capable of very great
agricultural development because* of its
favourable rainfall. My desire is to
impress on members the need for having
agricultural land available for selection
and settlement as people come here. We
want this land in a locality which
apparently is satisfying those who come
from the Eastern States on the lookoat
for suitable climatic conditions, and
here are such conditions as will be the
most attractive in connection with the
settlement of land in this country. We
know that among the people coming
from the Eastern States to settle
here, the great bulk of them are
settling in that locality, attracted
by the quality of the land and the
climatic conditions; and if we have
here land that can be made available for
settlement by the construction of this
railway, why should we not construct it?1

If, in the course of the next two or three
seasons a great number of settlers come
here seeking land, why should we not
have this land made available for settle-
ment.

Mm: THOMAs: At a thousand pounds
per settler.

TuHe PREMIER:- In the next two or
three seasons we may confidently expect
to see a great increase in the number of
applicants for agricultural land, for we
have been advertising in the other States
end elsewhere durinag the las t 12 mont hs,
and this country is being more talked
about now than any other with a view to
settlement, and great attention has been
drawn to Western Australia, particularly
by those persons who have lately visited
it from the Eastern States. We want
therefore to be ready for these new
settlers, and we want this House, by
passing this Hill, to let those people know
that a railway is to be constructed in the
coun try which is so suitable for agricul-
tural settlement between the Great
Southern Railway and the South-Western
Rtailway; and we want to be able to say
to the settlsr who wants laud between
these two points and who wants to have
railway communication, that this is being
provided. Is there not a&clear recognition
in every State of Australia that, despite
of failures in the cottstruction of some
railways, there must be railways c-on-
structed for opening up the country to
settlement; and although some members
in this House have been telling us what
Victoria or New South Wales ought to
have done, I believe that if the same
experience had to be gone through in
those States, mistakes of a similar kind
would he committed. Here it is essential
that we shallI have rai lwa-yco mmu nicacion
for making the land available for settle-
ment, and this is one of our most essential
needs. So huge is this State that dis-
tance is the greatest difficulty, and we
can overcome that, only by the construction
of railways. On account of the quality
of our land, we have patches of good
land and patches of bad land; and as we
have to construct railways, we cannot
reasonablyv expect that the whale or even
the greater part of the land through
which a railway passes will be first class
in quality. That has not been the ex peri-
ence in the past, nor is it likely to be so
now, In connection with this proposed

Bill, second reading.
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railway, as soon as the Government came
to a determination to plate the proposal
before the House we reserved about
800,000 ac~res, the great bulk of which
we are assured b 'y responsible advisors is
fit for agrcultural settlement. As these
officers advise us that it is so, I put this
to members: what are we to be guided
hr in these matters. Are we tobe guided
by experts of the department, trained
and tried servants of the State, or are we
to be guided by the casual observerva-
tions made by some membhers of Parlia-
ment. I say to this House: we have
these reports placed on the tat-le for
rperusal by members, and I ask members
to judge by these reports. In connection
with this whole line, I ask them to look
at the most recents of the reports, particu-
larly those from the Engia-er-iu-Ohief.
from Engineer Thompson, from Land
Inspector Thompson, and from Laud
Inspector Ranford. All the reports we
have had are on the table available for
members; and I ask members to be
guided by the reports of these responsible
officers, and to assist the Government in
their' efforts to settle and develop the
land which lies between the Great
Southern Railway and the South-Western
Railway. The settlement of land on that
line will enable us also to settle other
land to the north and to the south, it
may be by means of other railways: for
it will prove the capabilities of that land,
and surely the House ought to assist
the Government to settle this question
whether that enormous area of country is
or is not capable of agricultural develop-
ment. Our experts assure us that it is.
I believe also that it is. I have heard
people say that our land is useless; and
how-bow many times have we heard the
same observation made as we pass along
the Great Southern Railway; yet we see
to-day that some of our best crops and
our best products are obtained from the
laud which a few years ago was regarded
by many people as valueless. This is a
big issue. We have an enorimous terri-
tory, which we ought to develop, and we
ask the House to assist Ws to develop it
by passing this Bill. We also ask inem.-
hers to bear in mind that we have plaoced
before them in support of the line reports
from the must qualified, the most ex-
perienced, and the most expert officers we
have in the State. With reasons and

data of this character, I have confidence
in appealing to the House to pass the
second reading of the Bill.

Mx. P. STONE (Greenough): I shall
support the amendment in order to get
more particulars on the subject. Last
year we passed a, Bill for the construction
of a line of railway known as the Boulder
extension; but when more information
became availsable about that line, trouble
cropped up. The cost of the line pro-
posed is too much to be rushed through
in a short time; for the line will entail
an expenditure of about half a million
of money, on which interest must be
paid as well as the cost the maintenance
and the sinking fund, amounting to from
seventy to seventy-five thousand pounds
a year. I think this is worth consider-
ing. There is very little information as
to the population along the route or the
prospects of the 'earnings of the line;
and [ should like to see some figures
showing the expected earnings in the
near future, to compensate for the
payment of in terest and wor king ex pen ses.
The member for Boulder stated that coal
could be taken from Collie to the Eastern
Goldfields. a distance of 400 miles, at
Ie,8 per ton ; that would be a little over
one farthing per ton. f do not think
that would pay for axle grease for haulage
of the coal after taking into account the
haulage of the empty trucks hack to the
mine. The figures which were submitted
by the Government in the first instance
showed that the line was to cost a6 quarter
of a million of money, and farther on it
was stated that the amount would come
to half a million. There are railways
open at the present time in excess of the
requirements of the population of Western
Australia. I refer to the lines in the
agricultural districts. Not one per cent.
of the first-class land that is taken up
has been placed under the plough. Lines
pass through hundreds of miles of country
and only small portions of the land
traversed has been taken up.

Mn. BunoRs : Where is that?
MR. STONE; On the line to York

and other places. I think this project
should be left over until af ter the general
election. I recollect the Minister for
Lands telling me that on one occasion he
traversed the country with Pack horses to
select land.
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TUE MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
statement is inaccurate ; the country I
inspected was at the Blackwood.

MR. STONE :I might be a little out,
but the Minister for Lands said that the
country which he came across he would
not care to take an acre of, nor would he
recommend his friends to take it up
either.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
statement is inaccurate, and I can prove
it.

MRt. STONE: I simply wish to bring
it to the recollection of the Minister.

THn MINISTER FOR LANDS: I Will
bring you the papers and show that you
are not correct.

MR. STONE: I would sooner the
Government take steps to build the dock
at Fremantle. I think that is more
needed at the present time than the
railway. A line from Magnet may be
required later on, and I think it would
pay better than the proposed railway. I
will support the amendment, with the
object later on of having the matter
inquiredl into by a select committee.

TEE MINISTER FOR LANDS (in
reply as mover) : There has been a deal
of opposition shown to the second reading
of this Bill, but I regret that the opposi-
tion did not take morm the shape of
argument than the reading of lengthy
extracts, more particularly' from reports
which did not bear on the point at issue.
I find that one member spoke for four
hours, and during that time I think he
mead almost every report except the recent
ones, and those upon which the railway
was submitted to the Rouse. An inquiry
has been asked for by the member for the
Williams. That gentleman in the past
filled the position of Minister for Rail-
ways, and I venture to say, as did the
Premier-I invite that gentleman, 'as
did other members of the House, to
quote instances, in order that the papers
may be laid on the table-that there never
was a previusrailway proposition brought
forward to which the same care and
inquiry have been directed as the Govern-
ment have directed to this line.

How. F. H. PlESSsz: The Bridgetown
and Greenhills railways.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
the bon. member enumerates those two
lines, I will see that the papers are haid
on the table to show that ther has

been more care in connection with the
reports on this railway proposition than
in connection with the two railways
enumerated by the bon. member.

ME. FoULKES: The only inquiry as to
the Bridgetown line was made by the
engineer.

TUE MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is an example. Some members have
read reports, but no reference was made
to the report of the railway engineers.
Take the report of Mr. Thompson, the
concluding paragraph of which says that
the line will be of benefit to the State.
When the Engineer for Railway Con-
struction goes into this question and
submits his figures, showing a probable
balance of revenue over expenditure of
£15,651, that is ample indication, with
those figures, that there is a very con-
siderable margin to come and go upon.

MRt. MoRAN: What route was that?
THE MINISTER FORl Wonns: Number

two.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:

What do we find? The policy of the
Opposition is that we should pension off
the colliery proprietors, close down the
industry, throw all the men engaged in
the industry out of work and throw them
on the market. If that policy had been
followed in regard to our mining industry
where would it be to-day P The best
coal mines were not discovered ini the
other States of Australia first, nor were
the best mines discovered first in other
parts of the world. Take the gold-
mining industry. When gold was first
worked at Southern Cross, because it did
not pay for a year or two would it have
been wise or discreet to have pensioned
off the owners and have closed down that
industry? Such a thing, I am glad to
say, was never contemplated. There is
ample indication that fair consideration
has not been given to this ti-adt of
country. What other part of the State
offers attractive country watered by the
numbers of rivers that run through this
countryl Take its rainfall, averaging
from 17 inches at Nari-ogin to 36 inches
at Collie. Look at our second-class lands
at N1eckerino and in other districts.
Look at the yield which is taken from
that land, and then realise the possibility
that lies ahead of the State and the
traci of country which this line will
develop. In dealing with this piece of
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country hon. members have been direct-
ing attention to the reports bearing on
the flying survey made over No. 3 route.

How. F. H. PIESSE : Made by the
present Government.

Tan. MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
certainli- was not made in my time, and as
far as my knowledge goes, it must have
been made probably in the time of the
member for the Williams himself.

HON. F. H. Pins-E: No.
Tusn MINISTER FOR LANDS:- Or

during the time of the teaks Govern-
mnent. The report was made on a tract
of country running from Collie on the
No. 3 route; the route supported. I
understand, by the member for the Wil-
liams. Since that time it was not
thought advisable to run two lines of
railway fromn Collie but for a line'to
join on to the Collie.. Boulder hune, and then
run on to the Eastern branch of the rail-
way systemn. In dealing with that class
of country which is to) be tapped by the
route recommended by three out of the
four responsible officers who were called
on to report-and the only one who re-
ported in favour of the Wagin route was
Mr. Thompson, and he says that if the
railway were constructed. it would in fact
obviate the building of a railway from
Katanning to Kojonup-M r. Ranford
states.-

The first 20-mile section of this proposed
Collie-Goldflelds railway line, besides being
well-watered by deep permanent pools *with
fresh waters in the rivers (by springs and
swamps in every direction), there are about
200,00 acres of land absototely free from
poison piat. The country is patchy as far as
the quality of the soil is concerned, including
rich, swampy land and loamy fiats as well as
ironstone ridges.
That country is patchy, but that may be
said of the whole of Western Australia.
It seems we have some of the finest crops
this y eax on the poorest sail. The report
goes on to state:

For the last 40 years or more sheep, cattle,
and horses from the York, Williams, and
Bunbury districts have been depastured in
large numbers in this area, principally during
the summer months.
When the other portion of the State
failed-the first-class lands in the Eastern
districts-people were called on to depas-
tare their stock on this coupitry :- -

The climate is so cool in summer that to my
knowledge several families living on the land

referred to have made excellent butter through-
out the year without any special appliances.
I do not want members to take that as
being the only report bearing on the route,
because we have at the same time a report
from MIr. Thompson, who says : -

This route runs easterly from the Collie-
Boulder along the same track as No. I route
as far as 20 miles, wher.' it-leaves that and
goes along the Collie River, through the
Darkan agricultural area and across the Hill-
man River. All the land up to this distance
is very good farming land.
Mr. Thornm son is the senior inspector of
conditional purchase land, one of the
officers of the department in whom the
greatest confidence is placed. He says
all the land up to this distance is very
good farming land, and would be selected
as first and second class, but it would be
served almost as well by No. 1 route.
Those are the remarks of Air. Thompson.
I mention these reports because they are
the recent ones-first of the railway
engineer (Mr. Thompson), as a railway
propogition; next the report of Mr.
Hanford on the quality of the soil, and
rainfall; and another report by Mr.
Thompson, the Inspector of Conditional
Purebase Lands. The comments which
have fallen from the member for the
Williams have no doubt aided the
Opposition in the stand they have taken.
He asks for a series of spur lines,
presumably three or four, as a set-off
against this proposal.I I suppose on the
assumption that the balk of these lines
would probably be constructied in his
constituency-probably one from Wagin
and one from Narrogin. I understand
the member's strong objection to No. 2
route is that it may serve to take from.
Wagin some of th e trade wh ich that town
now enjoys.

Hozr. F. B. PirEsE: From the district
served by Wagin.

Tit i MIN ISTE R FOR LA NDS:- The
people who at the present time go to
Wagin and would go to this railway are
located at a place which manifestly, by
reference to the map, contains their
interests; towards the railway and not
towards Wagin. If the hon. member
filled the position of Minister for Rail-
ways he would have been the last man to
have advocated the building of these spur
lines.

Hop. F. H. PnEssn: I have never once
been against them.



2626 Collie-Narrogin Railway [ASSEMHLY.J Bill, second reading.

Tate MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
has been the experience of Australia that
these short cockspur railways, with
separate working systems and separate
lines, have never been profitable; and,
as members know, in all probability they
never wilt be profitable except perhaps in
country' thickly populated and intensely
cultured. Now, if the hon. member
had taken up the attitude that a, railway
was justified we could have understood
him; but ait one time be assumes that it
is and the next timec that it is not. Had
he said " The railway is justified, but I
think your limit of deriation-O miles
on either side of the route-is not
sufficient to secure the best route, and
I expect that in Committee 'you will
alter that limit to 20 or 30 miles," there
would have been some reasonl for his
contention. The hon. member twitted
me with perhaps allowing my enthusiasm
to run away with my better judgment.
Well, I do not think there is much danger
of that, because I have jot asked- mem-
bers to rely on any statements I have
made, but to read with unbiassed minds
the reports and recommendations of
capable departmental officers. The bon.
member, evidently under a misapprehen-
sion, led the House to believe that a great
part of that route had not been traversed
by me. I do not say that the fact of my
traversing the route is any reason for
building the line; but I wish to say
distinctly that, starting from Collie, I
travelled over that countryv, and members
can follow my track by looking at the
map on the wall. My journey* was to
the 10, 20, 30, and 40-Mile through the
Darkan agricultural area; thence to the
50-Atile, thence back to the Hillman
River, to Wild Horse Greek. I think
to Meeking Pool, thence to Coolikan.
thence to Lavender's, thence to Quindan-
ning, back to the Williams, then from
the Bull estate to the road; and I then
made a long detour which took me
through what appears to be the one area,
on which settlement has not taken place
-a tract of country which the hon.
member has sought to discredit, but
which I venture to say, railway or
no railway, will one day he settled
and developed. With our experience,' of
what has been done in other countries, we
are amply justified in asking the House
to give facilities for settlement in that

portion of the South-West. Land settle-
ment has now reached the stage that by
the last mail from the Eastern States, as
by every other mail, large numbers of
letters poured in from correspondents
giving particulars of their available
capital and asking for information.
People are anxious to come to Western
Australia, where good country can be
secured on favourable terms not offered
in any other part of the Commonwealth.
Surely we are justified in placing induce-
ments in the way of those people?: People
write me that they have various sums
ranging from £300 to £23,000; others
state that they have not any capital ; but
all in the aggregate would make up a
desirable class of settler, badly required
in this country to provide a c;heaper food
supply for the big consuming population
engaged in our mining and other indus-
tries. Two days ago I had a letter that
one young man representing a community
of 14 is on his way to this State, and
several letters seeking detailed informa-
tion, all of which amply indicate that
outside people are strongly desirous of
settling within our borders. As the
Premier pointed out, 800,000 acres of
country between Collie and the Perth-
Alban Road has been reserved. The
land between the Perth-Albany Road

tand the Southern railway was not
reserved; because, I take it, that country
is in a great measure served by the
existing railway. But the first-mentioned
area was reserved so soon as it was
determined that the construction of the
Collie railway was within the scope of
practical politics; and it is not our in-
tention to remove that reservation until
this question has been determiued by the
House. And when the reservation is

I removed, the land will not be mopped
up by two or three pastoralists. The
Government intend to offer it for a
period as first-class landa; and when
the requii-ements of the conditional
purchase selector have been ifilled, we
shall consider the case of the graz-
ing lessee. If a private syndicate
owned that tract of country, and knew
that by raising on debentures or other-
wise the amount of money required to
construct a railway the loan would
represent an annual charge for interest
of about £10,000, but would result
in securing 500 settlers as tenants
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and a land revenue of about.£12,500 per
annum for 20 years, that syndicate would
be amply justified in developing the
country by raising the loan and con-
structing the railway, no matter what
other sources of income migh1t or might
not be available. Quite apart from the
agricultural traffic on the railway, two
auxiliaries must be considered-coal and
timber. And whilst I have no desire to
bolster up coal as against wood for fuel,
or to dilate on the volume of timber
traffic which would pass over the line, it
is manifest that side lines such as the
coal and timber will be valuable adjuncts
to an agricultural railway. The meniber
for _Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor), and I
think the member for the Swan (Mr.
Jacoby) and others, sought to show that
tme cost of this railway will be £6,000
per mile. Well, I can but say that they
know nothing of the comtry. Not one
of them has traversed it; and I prefer
to accept the testimony of our railway
engineers who have been through the
country, taking levels and reporting on
valuable data collected by themselves.
Their estimate is £3,500 per mile. I do
not propose to deal with the numerous
extraneous questions introduced by the
member for Dundas, introduced with
much fervour and much eloquence, but.
I regret to say with little conviction.
The member for West Perth (Mr.
Moran) quoted the member for Wil-
liams, and said that member had
carried the Katanning portion of the
State on his back; that the prospects
of the district in question justified
the investmnent there of a quarter
of a million by the member for the
Williams as a private person, but did
not justify the State in building a rail-
way to develop 800,000 acres of country.
That is the hon. member's contention as
I understand it. The country is good
enough for a private person hut not for
the State. A private person may wiselyv
invest money in a small centre like
Katanning, though the State would act
unwisely in opening up this enormous
tract of country. Let us look at Canada.
There railways are built and settlement
follows; and I believe if this railway is
built settlement will follow. Two state-
ments have been made in the House, to
which I wish to refer. One was by, the
member for West Perth, as to my having

inspected this country in 1898 an d termed
it a desert or a bum-ron waste. That,
statement w~as afterwards supported by
the member for Greenoughi (_Mr. Stone).
I wish to say that at that time I inspected
much of the country on the Blackwood
River-not fin this locality. When I re-
turned to Perth, I as mayor of Boulder
waited on the then Minister for Lailds
(lion.0. Throssell). The Minister asked
mne mny opinion of the country; and what
I said of it appears in the Press, and may
be looked up by those members suffi-
cientlv interested. I then said I was
astonished at the splendid country
available; and I regret. that a, member of
the House should twist my statemonts so
as to lead pe~ople to believe that I ex-
pressed an entirely different and un-
favourable opinion. Moreover, I was
interviewed on my return homne by a6
representative of the Boulder newsasper;
and as aresult of that interview, which
was published, and, if I remember
rightly, occupied about one and a half
columns, several persons from the gold-
fields selected laind in the Blackwood
district.

MR. MORAN: Do they still hold it P
Tme MINISTER: Yes; as the lion.

member knows, the hulk of the settle-
ment in the agricultural districts is from
the Eastern Goldfields. The hon. member
need not refer to a few persons who,
perhaps through misfoitune, had to part
with their property. He knows the
circumstances as well as I do. So far as
I know, the people who went on the land
have had, wish few exceptions, no cause
to regret their enterprise. The hon.
member now saw' s this is aL barren waste,
or uses words to that effect. What did
he say of it in 1899 ?

Mn. MORAN: I never used those
words. I said the first 30 miles of the
route are reported by the member for the
Williams to be a sandpatch.

THEm MINISTER: Speaking on the
Collie-Goldfields railway on the 14th
December, 1899 (RHnsard , page 3018), the
lion. member said-.

This tine would also open up splendid
timber country and one of the most fertile
pieces of agricultura country in the colony.

Thus the hon. member in 1899; and I
endorse his remarks. He said also on
that occacion that he was representing
the largest consuming centre on the
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goldfields-the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
districts -where four-fifths of the traffic
along this line would go; *and he had
every pleasure in recommending the
resolution to the House. I quote this to
show that though I am acclused of having
condemned that portion of the country
which I saw some years ago, I did nothing
of the kind. I spoke well of it, as I
believed it to be good. country. The
member for West Perth, who was sitting
in Opposition at that time, but. support-

ing the member for York on the Collie-
Godfields railway project, speaks in very

different terms to-day of our reports. It
has been assumed that the settlers to be
attracted will consist of 500 farmers with
holdings of 1,000 acres each. But I do
not suppose the average fann will exceed
300 acres. Let us say about 400; and
that will give a farming population of
about 1,250 along this line of railway.

MR. CONNOR: Is there any sand plain
thereP

THE MINISTER: No; I think the
hon. member would have considerable
difficulty in finding any. The member
for the Swan, in criticising the Bill,
quoted from the report of Mr. Kelso, a
forest ranger, but made no reference to
the report of the railway engineer, the
railway surveyors, or the land Surveyors.
Speaking the other day on the proposal
to reclassify the lands of the Salvation
Army, which lie in a direction altogether
different from the proposed route, the
member for the Swan told us that such
fruit lands were in his opinion worth
about.£400 per acre in Tasmania. Well,
I may be accused of being sanguine; but
I shall not go so far as to say that the
best land along this route is worth X400
per acre. At the same time, I say with-
out fear of contradiction that the country
to be traversed by the railway is in my
opinion a far superior tract of country to
anything comprised within the four
boundaries of the land granted to the
Salvation Army; and as a proof of that
I may say the Army people sought to
surrender some 2.000 acres of their own
land, and to select another 2,000 within
the area which is to-day reserved. I
do not think hon. members are desirous
of being wearied at this stage. and I
have no desire to speak, at greater length ;
but I do ask members to hear in mind
that we have reached a period in our

agricultural development when the popu-
lation in other States and other countries
are directing their attention towards
Western Australia, and if we can only keep
ahead of their requirements in the way
of land settlement here, we may rest
assured that the agricultural portion of
this State will soon be populated, bring-
ing with it permanent and lasting pros.
perity to the country.

Question (that the word proposed to be
stnuck out Stand part of the question)
put. and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes ... .. . . . -25

Noes ... ... ...11

Majority for ... 14
Aflm. NoR.

Br= asg. Mr. Atkins
Mr. bhr Mr. Rath
Mr. Ewing Mr. Connor
Mr. Ferguson - Mr. Daglisli
Mr. Povikes Mr. 110sati
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Ho~lmes
Mr. Gordon Mr. Mona
Mr. Gregory Mr. Pigot
32r. Hayward Mr. Stn

-Mr. Hcks Mr. Taylor
Mr. o p in. Mr. Thomas (Teller).

MeH h 'neon
Mr. Illingworth
Hr. Isdell
Mr. Issues,
Mr. Nnnson
Sir. Oats
Mr. Piease
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Rao
Mr. Reid
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Yelverton
Mr. Highbaun (TOWle).

Amendment (six months) thus nega-
tived, and the second reading affirmd.

Question (that the Bill be now readl a
second time) put.

MR. THOMAS called for a division.
THE SPEAKER heard only one voice.
MR. THOMAS withdrew his call for it

division, although he said there were two
voices.

Question passed, and the Bill read a
second time.

MOTION-SELECT COMMITTEE.

How. F. H. PIESSE, as already inti-
mated, now moved:-

That the Bill be referred to a select corn-
inittee, for the purpose of inquiring into the
relaitive routes anad reporting to this House.
In taking this course he explained that
he wats in favour of the line from Collie
to some point on the Great Southern
Railway; and has it bad been decided
that Narrogin should be the point of

Bill, Select Committee.



Cotie-Narroin Raitway~ 19 DECEMBER 1 1903.] Pill, Select Committee. 2629

junction, lie was still in favour of No. 3
route in preference to the one proposed
in the Bill. His object in moving for a.
select committee was that farther inquiry
should be made before the country was
committed to this project. Although he
had supported throughout the proposal
to construct a railway in that district, he
would have preferred lines of railway
constructed from those townships into
the agricultural district, of which they
were respectively the centre, rather than
construct the line now proposed along
No. 2 route from Collie to Narrogin.
Seeing that the House had approved of
the second reading, he would now rather
see the work deferred until proper in-
quiiry could be made, and he was pre-
pared to support a railway from Collie
to the Great Southern. Notwithstanding
all that had been put forward by respon-
sible officers of the Government, and
while he appreciated the good work that
bad been done and valued their opinion,
he considered his own knowledge of the
district, which be had travelled ovef
during the last 28 years, should have
some weight with members, and he
was convinced that those officers had
erred in their judgment as to the
route. Considering that No. 3 route
would serve much more country for
agricultural development than No. 2
route proposed in the Bill, it was the duty
of the House to refer the question to a
select committee.

THE MINISTE:R :FOR L,&Ns: And
shelve it.

HoNi. F. H. PIESSE would prefer to
see it shelved, rather than he would agree
to the route proposed in the Bill. People
in the districts concerned had not had an
opportunity of seeing the routes as pro-
posed by the Government, and copies of
the ma p placed before members in this
House had not been seen by people in
those districts; so that they were under
a wrong impression in reward to the
route which the Government proposed in
the Bill. He felt sure that if the people
of the Williams district knew the route
the Government proposed, there would
be a large deputation asking for No. 3
route to be adopted. instead.

MR. Ewno:(; Whiat about the limit of
divergence on either aide of the line ?

HON. F. H. PIESSE: -It had been
usual to agree to a limit of 10 miles, in

measures of this kind, and the Minister
for Landsfavoured a limit of even 30 miles,
but of course that would mean no finality
as to the route. It would be better to
vote straight out for a particular route
than have the question left open within a.
limit of 30 miles. The present Govern-
ment also might not be in power next
session, and another Government might
deal with this question and alter the route
materially. If the Government had agreed
to No. 3 route, he would have withdrawn
his objection to the Bill and relied on
such arguments as he might be able to
use in Committee for amending the
details.

At 6030, the SPE@AKiER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Howv. F. H. PIESSE (continuing):
In moving the motion for a. select comn-
mittee, he overlooked the fact that it
would be necessary for him to take a
seat on that committee as mover; and as
he represented the district through
which this line would ruin, he did not
wish to take a seat on the committee,
preferring to have the matter dealt with
by a committee of which he was not a
member, so that it might not be inferred
he was interested as member for the
distriot. He regretted having taken up
the time of the House ; but it would be
better for him at this stage to abstain
from moving this motion. Some other
member on the Opposition side of the
House would move for a select com-
mnittee,

Motion withdrawn.
MR. S. C. PIGOTT:- Members

thoroughly understood that though the
member for the Williams was bent on
referring this matter to a select committee,
ho did not move for the committee
because he would have to sit on the
committee. There could be no doubt
that the best method to be adopted was
to appoint a select comnmittee to inquire
into the route; therefore, without going
farther into the matter, he formally
moved-

That the Bill be referred to a select com-
mittee.

Ma. F. CONNOR supported the
motion. If the line was suggested purely
for the development of agriculture he
would support it; but from the evidence
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before members and from what the
memaber for the Williams had said, this
country did not deserve the line, or
rather the country through which the
proposed railway would pass was not
entitled to a, line. There were more
import-ant districts through which rail-
ways might be built before we committed
ourselves to the particular route before
us. We have the evidence of the member
for the Williams who was, or ought to be,
an authority, not on agricultural rail-
ways, but on this district, and in his
opinion it was not justifiable that this
railway should be built at present.

How,. F. H. Pisss: No; only in re-
gard to the route.

MR. CONNOR: The hon. member
wanted an agricultural line where it was
not required. Were we to imply from.
the interjection that the hon. member
wanted a railway to suit himself?! He
(Mr. Couor) would be sorry to infer
that. Were we to infer from the niem-
her's interjection. it was because the line
did not suit him ?

HON. F. H. PIxaSS: That was an un-
fair remark to make.

MR. CONNOLR: It was in reply to the
hon. mnember's interjection. If it could
be proved that the suggested railway
was for the purpose ~of developing agri-
cultuire and not for the purpose of boom-
ing and boosting the Collie coal, he would
support it. If it could he proved that
the railway would materially develop
agriculture and would give a chance to
people to settle on land on which they
could make a living, he would support it.
According to the membe-r for the Wil-
liams, it would not be justifiable for
Parliament, considering other proposals,
to build the railway ou the particular
route proposed.

HONr. F. H. PLEsE:- That was it.
MR. CONNOR: Now we got to the

bed- rock.
MR. GORDON: What route did the

member advocate ?
Ma. CON NOR: Not via South Perth.

Was the line proposed for the purpose of
helping the C'ollie coal industry or for
developing agriculture.

MR. TtoxAs : Neither.
Ms. CONOR:- If it was for the pur-

pose of booming the Collie coal, we, as a
delibrative Assembly, should not support
it. If is was proved that the line was

for the developmnt of agriculture and
that the line was feasible then he would
support it. But neither proposition had
been proved; so why should the Govern-
ment object to a select committeeP As a
large expenditu re was involved, we sho uld
get fart her in formation bef ore committing
ourselves.

MR. THOMNAS supported the proposal
for a select committee, which should con-
sidler whether the firewood on the gold-
fields was approaching exhaustion, and
whether this linie was therefore necessary to
carry' f uel; whether the country could aff ord
to continue to keep alive the Collie coal
industry at a cost of £40,000 to £60,000
per annum; whether it would not be
advisable to pay out of the general
revenue a bonus to thatt industry or to the
companies carrying it en, or to allow the
industry to stop, so that those employed
in it might engage in other work
more profitable to the State. As to
the agricultural interests supposed to be
ser-ved by the line, some members men-
hioned 500,000 acres and others 800,000;
whereas the inember for the Williams,
one of the most experienced agriculturists
in the Statk, said it would open a tract of
agricultural land about 30 miles long by
20, and that in this area was not more
than 75,000 or 100,000 acres of first-class
land. A mining member could not
decide between such conflicting state-
ments-, therefore we must have a select
committee to make an unbiassed exam ina-
tion of facts and figures.

MR. flASTIE supported the motion
for a select committee., but not for any
of the reasons advanced by preceding
speakers. Since entering Par-liament he
had urged that every new railway project
should be considered by either a select
committee or a royal commission; and
he believed members were thoroughly
competent to ascertain the facts of this
case and advise the House whether the
line should be built. The select corn-
mittee could not finish its inquiry before~
the close of the session ; so that to refer
the Bill to a select committee practically.
meant to a Royal Commission, and that
was what was wanted.. There was no
justification for building agricultural
railways at present, certainly not to build
this as a purely speculative railway if it
was to cost only a, quarter of a million of
money. for that money could not easily. be

BiU, Setect Committee.
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borrowed under present conditions, and
to take it out of revenue would starve the
development of the country in other
directions. One most important objec-
tion was that if this line were built there
would be no means of charging some
Dortion of the cost on those persons who
had taken up land alongside this railway
in advance of its construction or might
do so afterwards, for speculative pur-
poses and not for cultivation. This was
almost the only State in this part of the
world which had not a land tax; and
until we got some form of the betterment
principle, we should not be justified in
incurring a, large expenditure on the
building of speculative railways. Within
the last eight or nine months, as was
well known, there had been taken up a
large number of blocks of laud near to
Narrogin, evidently in expectation thtt
this line would connect with the South-
Western Railway at that point, and those
persons had taken up the laud for specu-
lative purposes with a view to sale at a
profit.

MR. MORAN: Taken up just before that
reservation was made.

MR. HASTIE: It was. unfortunate
that we should not be able to get a share
of the profit which these speculators
were sure to make if this railway were
built to Narrogin. As to the quality of
the land, experts would always differ. It
had been suggested that the cost to the
State in founding the Collie settlement as
a coalfield was between £50,000 and
£60,000 a year; but against that should
be set the indirect revenue obtained from
the taxation of some 3,000 people at
Collie, nlso the revenue received from
rents and royalty, these sources of income
balancing the debit account to a large
extent. It had been said also that this
being a moribund Parliament we should
not commit the country to a large expen-
diture on works of this kind. On the
other hand we must consider the argu-
went that members always felt a greater
responsibility' when they were about to
go before their constituents, and so these
two considerations might balance each
other. Still taking all considerations
into view, we were not justified in
incurring this large expenditure ait the
present time: and as to the argument
that sufficient agricultural land was not
available for settlement in this State

notwithstanding the vast area of Western
Australia, then it was time we should
alter the conditions. But this assertion
as to scarcity of agricultural land did not
carry conviction, for we knew that people
all over Australia would settle on land
10 or 15 miles from a railway; so tbat
the argument really bad no weight in
this connection. If the Bill were not
now referred to a select committee, be
hoped something else would occur to
prevent the line from being started at
the present time.

MR. W. B3. GORDON: When the
member for the South-West Mining
District invited members to inspect the
country through which the proposed
railway would pass, he thereby showed
his genuineness in advocating the con:
struction of a railway from Collie to
connect with the Great Southern line.
He (Mr. Gordon) travelled over a good
portion of that country, and itatruck him
that a railway ought to hare been built
to tbe district before. He had travelled
over this country ten years ago, and the
laud appeared to be some of the best in
the State. He started from Narrogin
and went through the Williams nearly to
the Collie River, and was struck with the
country which would be served by a rail-
way; consequently he was anxious to see
the Government, squickly as possible,
build a line to open uip the land and give
settlers a chance to get their produce to
market at a reasonable cost. The line
would play a very important part in our
exportation trade in the near future. The
distance from Albany to Narrogin was 178
miles, from Fremantle to Narrogin it wvas
174 miles, and from Bunbury to Narrogin
123 miles; therefore there woul4 be one
quarter of tbe distance saved in railage
for exports shipped at Bunbuty. The
member for the Williams had played a
very conspicuous part in the debate in
offering his opinion against that of the
land experts. The member for the
Williams had represented the district
since the initiation of responsible govern-
ment, and was of opinion that this
country was good. Although Mr. Piesse
had been Minister for Railways and had
represented the Williams for so long a,
time, we had never heard bim advotate
the building of a railway or the giving
of railway facilities to the people of this
district.
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MR. Monq had advocated it in the
House often.

MR. GORDON: Now the bon. mem-
ber saw a chance of the district being
served by a railway he offered objec-
tion to it, and as a matter of fact wanted
the Bill shelved. In face of the large
amount of money which the member for
the Williams had spent at Katanning,
if we did not know that the member bad
the interest of the State at heart, we should
have thought he represented himself
only, but we all knew the hon. member
had the interests of the State at large.
The member for Dundas gave a lot of
opinions, which seemed to be flyblown
as they were so old. That member
harangued the House for four hours last
night and gave a summary of every
speech which he had made during this
Parliament. There was no reason for
shelving the Bill. It was well known to
members and the country that the rail-
way was a desirable one and should be
built at once.

MR. THOMAS: Which one?
ME. GORDON: It mattered not much

which one he supported, he would support
that which the Government officials said
was the best. He did not for one moment
back his opinion against thait of the
Government experts.

MR. THOMAS: The hon. member would
support anything the Government told
him to.

MR. GORDON: No; he would support
what was right.

Mit. THOMAS: The hon. member was
an abject follower.

MR. GORDON opposed the appoint-
ment of a select committee.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. CQ H. Rason): The only question
before the House was whether a select
committee be appointed or not. He
hardl y thought the House would agree
to the appointment of a select committee
after the division we had recently bad.
A proposal had been made that the Bill
should be read this day six months, that
was rejected by a large majority.

MR. CONNOR: A brutal' majority.
THE MINISTER: The hon. member

was a judge and ought to know. The
effect of the motion, if carried, would be
exactly the same as the motion which was
defeated. [MR. THOMAS: No.] Inas-
much as no select committee could

possibly hope to report before the session
ended.

Mu. THOMAS: We did not know when
the session would end.

THE MINtSTER: Before the session
ended, if the member for Dundas was
merciful.

Min. MORAN: In one case the reading of
the Bill six months hence was a rejection
of the proposal, but to appoint a select
committee was an instruction for farther
information.

Tus MINISTER: It was shelving the
matter. The effect would be just the
same, to put the Bill on the shelf just as
effectually as if a motion were carried
to read the Bill this day six months-

ME. THOMAS: The Government had
the right of calling a special session.

THE MINISTER: Members would
agree that he had not misstated the case.
If anything was done next session a new
Bill would hi~ve to be introduced, and
the whole ground gone over again with
this difference, that there would be the
recommendation of the select committee
to accompany the Bill that might be
introduced, but there would be the same
battle of the routes over again, recom-
mendation of a select committee or no
recommendation. The rival interests
would be just as lively as now. Members
had said it was usual to refer Bills of
this kind to select committees. He never
remembered one occasion.

HoN. F. H. PiRssa: The Southern
Cross railway.

Tnu MINISTER: Take a recent
instance. What about the Menzies to
Leonora railway ? There was no select
committee in that case, but there was
this difference: if the member for the
Williams decided anything a long time
ago, there was no need for a select comn-
mittee ; but if this Government attempted
to decide anything, it must go to aselect
committee. There was no committee as
to the Menzies-Leoniora railway, and the
member for Mount Margaret never
pointed out the necessity for one. There
was no select committee in regard to the
Adalcolm to Laverton railway and no
suggestion was made of the necessity for
one. When there was no doubt about a,
line there was no necessity for a select
committee.

MuR. THOMAS: Being a doubt now we
wanted a select committee.
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Tnn MINISTER: If everyone was
agreed there was a necessity for a railway
beginning at Collie and ending at liar-
rog-

SMa. MORAN:- Many did not believe
that.

TnE MINISTER: A majority of the
House had stated so. The starting point
was agreed 'upon and the present objec-
tive was agreed upon. [ME.THOMA&s: No.]
Then he would quote the opinion of the
expert the hon. member quoted. The
member for the Williams had said there
should be a railway starting from Collie
and junctioning at some point on the
Great Southern railway.

21n. Tnov~s: Ile did not say that.
HON. F. H. PinESS:E Yes.
THE MINISTER: The only difference

was as to route. It was said, to settle
the question of route we should refer the
Bill to a select cowmmittee.

Mix. JAconry said he voted for the
second reading in order that the Bn
might be referred to a select. committee,
without committing himself absolutely to
the line.

THE MINISTER: What he had said
was absolutely correct; a majority of the
members had agreed as to the necessity
for the railway. [Mn. THosrAs: NO.]
That was his opinion. The member for
the Williams took up this position: h e
said, 11It is true a good many people have
reported on this line and recommended to
the Government what is known as the
No. 2 route, but I know this country well.
and surely my opinion is entitled to
respect; therefore give me a select com-
mittee." That was the foundation of the
argument. He had the greatest respect
for the member for the Williams, but
was it fair to take this course because the
hon. member happened to think differ-
ently fromn such a man as Mr. Brockman,
the senior inspecting surveyor, a, man who
had had years of experience in the Lands
Department, who had travelled from one
end of Western Australia to the other, and
who was respected by everyone who had
met him-hi reot was on the table; it
had been submte to the House, and he
recommended the No. 2 route, so did
Mr. Thomson, the Inspecting Engineer,
so did Mr. Thomson, the Senior Inspector
in the Crown Lands Department, and so
did Mr. Hanford, the district land.
officer.

Mnu. Pieorr: What did Mr, George
recommend P

THE MINISTER: Mr. George had
nothing to d9i with the route. Surely
the opinion of the member for the
Williams would not outweigh that of
four expert officers. If the Bill had

Srovided for No. 1 or No. 3 route, tbe
on. member would not have asked for a

select com-mittee.
HON. F. H. Pisssii: None would regret

more than the Government if No. 2 route
were adopted.

THE MINISTER: No doubt the hon,
member's object was to secure inquiry;
but the result of the inquiry would be the
shelving of the Bill for this session.
Membersheld that the Government should
not shirk responsibility by appointing
select committees. Accordingly, full in-
quiry had been made as to this project,
and recommendations obtained from
responsible officers ; yet the same members
demanded a select committee behind
whose report the Government could
shelter themselves, The committee would
probably call those officers, who would con-
firm their reports. What other evidence
of value could be given, except by local
people who would naturally advocate a
route to serve their individual retjuire-
ments. None could expect the inhabitants
of Wagin, Narrogin, and Pingelly to
agree as to routes. The member for the
Williams said he would ask the select
committee to go over each route.
Supposing the comumittee unanimously
recommended No, 1 or No. 3 ' the Rouse
must either reject the recommendation
and adopt that of the experts, or reject
the latter in f avour of the report of tbe
laymen. Would that be satisfactory IP
The Government had done every-
thing possible to obtain reliable, in-
formation as to the route, and were
assured that No. 2 route was the best.
He (the Minister) did not object to the
inquiry; but he objected to the Bill being
shelved, as it would be if referred to a
committee. Every member who voted
for the committee voted for the shelving
of the Bill just as if he had voted for
the six months amendment; in fact, to
vote for the amendment would have been
preferable.

Mn. PIGOTT (in explanation):. The
motion was not made to shelve the Bill,
but to secure inquiry. If the committee's
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labours were not finished before the pro-
rogation, let the Government appoint a.
Royal Commission to report to the next
Parliarneut;

MR. WALLACE: The members for
West Kimzberley (Mr. Pigott) and Dundas
(Mr. Thomas) evidently desired to throw
out the Bill, and were not sincere in.
demanding inquiry. The member for
Dundas was opposed to any now railway
except that to Esperance.

THE SiPEAKER: The hon. member must
not reflect on other members' motives.

MR. WALLACE: Reflections had been
made on both sides. If he thought there
was a sincere desire for farther light
from experts he would support the
motion; but the hulk of the evidence was
in favour of the No. 2 route. Some
Cuballing residents put forward a claim
for a line to that township. If there was
a necessity to farther emphasise the loss
caused by the use of Collie coal on the
railways, that evidence ought to have
been, plaeed clearly before members.

MR. PIGOTT. It had been reported in
the annual reports on the railways for
several years past.

Ma. WALLACE: There had been an
agitation against the use of Collie coal,
but he had not known any intances in
which that coal had done so much
damage by causing fires in agricultural
districts as some members of this House
tried to maze out.

Mn. BUnouEs: Whalt Was the hon.
meer'~s authority for that?

MR. WALLACE: From information
he had obtained he believed it would pay
the State to com penate the agriculturists.
in each case for any damage caused by
sprks froui railway engines through the
use of Collie coal, rather than damage
the industry. Some of the fires had been
caused not only by Collie coal but by
other coal; and as to the Collie settle-
ment being at continuing charge on the
Government, he believed there were
compensating advantages such as those
pointed out by the member for Kanowna..

Mit. Piaorr: But that revenue did not
make up for the cost of £25 per head of
the population. I

MaR.. WALLACE: If the desire of
members was to suspend the construction
of public works for a time, he would
agree with that; but in supporting the
present railway project he would take:

his share of responsibility in having voted
for this expenditure, for he believed the
Government had fuly considered the
whole matter. As to adverse reports
made by officers of the Railway Depart-
ment2 that had happened in the case of
all new railways proposed in this State,
theire being some objections urged to
each -work.

TnxE SPEAKER:- These remarks had
nothing to do with the question, which
was that the Bill be referred to a select
committee.

MR. WALLACE : The deviattion
allowed on either side of the proposed
route should be sufficient to meet all
objection in regard to the merits of other
routes suggested. Notwithsetanding the
objections of some members to the under-
taking he would support it, and a select
committee was not necessary.

MR. TAYLOR supported the motion
for a select committee. The proposal
was before Parliament two years ago,
when the member for the South-West
Mining District was sitting in Opposition
to the Thake Government, and moved the
motion for the construction of this line.
The Government opposed the proposal,
and the member for Mt. Margaret, who
was whip of that Government, strongly
opposed the line which be now favoured.
It was generally understood that if the
Leake Government had agreed to the
proposal to construct the line the member
for the South-West Mining District
would have gone over to the G overnment
side of the House.

Ma. EWING: The memberm was stating
what was not correct.

MR. TAYLOR: The Government of
the day accused the member for the
South.West Mining District of ha4ving
said that.

THE SPEARER: What had this to do
with the appointment of a select com-
mittee ?

Ma. TAYLOR: The Government were
against the proposal two years ago, and
now they favoured the line. Farther
evidence was required as to the railway
for the people of the country should
know why the expenditure was to be
incurred. The route proposed by the
Government passed over the watershed
between the Wrnliaws and the Arthur
Rivers, and it was well known that the
best agricultural lands was not to be

BiN, Select Committee.
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found on the watershed, but on the river
banks. When the Minister for Lands
made his flying trip through that country
lie followed the banks of the river, and
that was why hie described the land as
first-class. If a select committee were
appointed the experts could be examined,
and the country could be travelled over.
Those supporting the Bill had said that
the land over 30 to 40 miles from
Collie was not good. The Minister for
Lands had pointed that out, and that
was also shown by the discussion in
regard to the Bill for exchanging the
Salvation Army's land. Those support-
ing- the Bill must fear the evidence that
would be brought out by the select
committee. There seemed to be some
Ipolitical move behind this line, therefore
the public should know what it was.

MEL. ATKINS: It was known by the
Minister for Lands that he (Mr. Atkins)
favoured a line going somewhere near
Marradong and the Wandering country,
and a surveyor was sent out to report on
the land in that locality, but the report
had not been seen. When the different
reports were laid on the table of the
House it was understood that the pro-
posed line was to be a coal line, and the
gradaes of the No. 2 route were certainly
better for that purpose, as against the
No. 4 route which he (Mr. Atkins) was
in favour of, but as long as it was under-
stood that this was a coal line, he was
willing to give way. It seemed that a
coal line was not required at the present
time and the Government should do
something to relieve the largest number
of settlers in the district, and to serve
the largest area of land, therefore a
horseshoe line should he built starting
at Narrogin and going along part of the
line surveyed where there was good land
and going back to Pingelly, leaving the
Collie end of the line to be constructedI
when it was necessary. That line would
be about 100 miles in length, but it
could be built for less thin half a million
of money. It would be a light agricul-
tural line and would open up twice as
much country for agricultural purposes
as any proposal before the Committee
and would relieve the settlers, some of
wbom-had been on the land 40 years and
were 40 miles from any railway. These
people ought to be considered. Some-
thing should be done to open up this

land. As there was no other way of
getting his proposal carried out he in-
tended to support the appointment of a
select committee.

MR. FERGUSON: As the House
had already affirmed. that the line should
be constructed f corn Collie to the Great
'Southern Railway, the only thing left for
a select committee to decide was what
route the railway should take. From the
reports the Government appeared to have
taken every care in the selection of the
route, the departmental experts having
inquired as to the quality of the land to
be served and it had been decided that
No. 2 route was the best. If a select
committee were appointed, they could only
go over the line and re-examnine the
experts who had already reported on the
line. The House would hardly accept
the opinion of a select committee as
against that of the experts. We had
already decided that the Bill should not
be postponed; and as the Government
had made exhaustive inquiries as to the
route, he would oppose the motion.

MR. ILLINGWORtTH.: There was a
material difference between the six
months amendment and a motion for a
select committee. The first affirmed the
utter undesirableness of the work; the
second referred the Bill for farther infor-
mation. The latter course was preferable.
The plan showed four routes; and on
these Government experts were not
agreed. The inquiry by a select com-
mittee would have the advantage of
delay' ing the construction of the line.
He wanted delay. The House had no
right to commit a future Parliament to
the expenditure. of half a million. If
this Parliament could provide the money
as well as decide on the work, we should
be within our rights; but to pass practic-
ally a bald resolution that a certain work
should be constructed, without providing.
the money, was unjustifiable. Members
had previously complained of the impro-
priety of pledging future Parliaments to
expending large sums. If the inquiry by
the select committee were not completed
before pr6 rogation, appoint a Royal.
Commission, which would submit full
information to the new Parliament. The
delay to the work would be imperceptible.
The motion was not snother attempt to
take the same vote again. He favoured
the. railway with the information he had;
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but he had not sufficient information to
justify his voting for its immediate con-
struction. More than X250,000 was in-
volved; for the final destiny of the
railway was to connect with the Kal-
godrlie line. Consider the serious ques-
dions involved in the debate. Some
members advocated spur lines for agri-
cultural purposes. The Premier called
this an agricultural line. If agricul-
tural, neither the weighty rails nor
low grades were needed which would
be essentia~l for a coal and timber line.
The new Parliament. which would. have
to raise the money, should have the re-
sponsibility' of deciding whether the work
should be undertaken.

MR. NANSON: The motion was
essentially a proposal to submit the Bill
to apublic works committee. The Gov-
ernment introduced a Bill to this Par-
liament to establish such a committee,
and the Bill was rejected. At its rejec-
tion he rejoiced; because he disbelieved
in referring such projects either to public
works or other committees ; and for the
same reasan he would vote against the
motion. Members had in the past
accused the Government of weakness for
not accepting responsibilit y, 'yet in this
ease the Government courted responsi-
bility; therefore he intended to disregard
party considerations, and to be consistent
with the stand he had always taken.
After the searching inquiry made it
would be a sign of weakness if the Gov-
ernment tried to shelter themselves
behind a committee. Members support-
ing the motion urged the need for farther
information; but in their speeches
numerous arguments were adduced
against the construction of the line ;
hence it was difficult to believe that their
object was to obtain information. The
information quoted lby the Government
had not been availed7 of by those mem-
bers. The leader of the Opposition
quoted reports made some 12 months
ago, but refrained from quoting answer-

ilreports of recent date. This might
be justifiable from a party as~ect; but
on such a question one should give
an impartial explitnation of the case,
and quote fairly. The repor of Mr.
Thomson of the Railway Construction
Branch was evidently the salient docu-
ment on which the Government case
was based-an exceedingly exhaustive

and seemingly fair report, analys-
ing without a trace of bias ever -ything
said for or against the line, and finally
justifying its construction. The Engineer-
in-Chief, after studying Mr. Thomson's
report, arrived at the same conclusion.
These officers could not be classed as
political partisans; and weight should be
attached to their unbiased and carefully
considered opinions. Could more in-
formation be obtained by the select
committee? No doubt it could obtain
much information of a kind, just as last
night the member for Dundas (Mr.
Thomas) spoke over four hours and gave
a vast amount of information of not the
slightest assistance in arriving at a con-
elusion. Why did not the hon. member,

iinstead of wearying us with extracts from
very old speeches, give an exhaustive
analysis ot the files, as be did when
speaking on the rabbit question? Mem-
bers who wished to take an impartial
view had reason to complain of three or
four hour speeches in which useful
information was not given, while informa-
tion having little bearing on the question
was given ad nauseam. He (Mr. Nanson)
rejoiced that the Government recognised
the need for a vigorous public works
policy. Though they took office with the

iincomplete works of the Forrest Admin-
istration to finish, he always recognised
that during the last session, if not
in the preceding one, they might have

do e soeting I the wayo new works.
Altnhogh he hadothoughtypreviously that
the Go emn were not sufficiently
active in carrying out a progressive
policy, he would not oppose this railway
now that it was proposed. In this big
country a big and bold policy of public
works such as Sir John Forrest gave to
it was necessary; and he had listened
with pleasure this afternoon to the speech
of the Premier, in which the ring of con-

ifidence we were accustomed to hear in
the speeches of Sir John Forrest was
again heard in this Rouse. By follow-

in ut a progressi ve policy of public
wvorks, the Gvrment would create a
feeling in the country that it was no
longer our duty to mark time, but
that we must be prepared to take some
risks and embark on an enerretic and
even a daring policy of public works.
Strong objections bail been urged by
some persons against every railway pro-
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posed hitherto; and to say that a. con-
siderable portion of bad land could be
found along the route of this railway
was merely to repeat that which applied
to ever *y other railway in the State.
Indeed the patchy nature of the good
land in this State was the strongest
necessity for the construction of rail-
ways; and comparing the land to be
served by this railway with the land
served by existing railways running
through agricultural districts, we should
find fully as large a proportion of good
land along this railway.

MR. PIGOTT. The expert's report
showed that 40 miles of the line would
pass through desert country.

MR. NA JSON: This fine would go
through hilly Bad inferior country, but
the same objection could be applied to
ay other railway project. As to build-
ing a spur line from the Great Southern
railway in preference to a line from
Collie to connect with the Great Southern,
was there an instance in the whole of
Australia of a spur line paying the cost
of working and other expenses? All
spur lines were excessively costly to work.
The Engineer-in-Chief had pointed out
that if this line were built to connect
with the Great Southern railway, it
would help to a large extent in relieving
the congestion of traffic on that line; and
this would be a benefit, without regard to
the future question of extending the line
eastward to connect with the goldfields
railway system. The Commissioner for
Railwa *ys (Mr. W. J. George) bad re-
ported against it; but the Engineer-in-
Chief in a masterly report demolished
Mr. George's objections. It had been
stated that some members who were in
favour of this railway were afraid of
investigation. That was a somewhat
absurd reason, because those members
who wished to refer the project to a select
committee had not themselves looked
carefully into all the information placed
before members. He had long been in
favour of this railway as one that ought
to be made. Some members opposed it
not merely on the ground of plicy, but
on the ground that it woulnot pay
and was therefore an undesirable work.
But if it could be proved that this rail-
way would throw open a large amount of
agricultural land for settlement, he failed
to understand on what ground of policy

some members could oppose the line.
The Enginkeer-in-Chief had pointed out
that the line could not be finished
before the end of 1904; and already
people who were coming here to settle
on land had some difficulty in finding
good land approximate to a railway.
If land settlement went on at the
present rate, we might be sure that
by the time this railway was finished
there would be a demand for any quantity
of agricultural land near to railways. He
was glad that. a large area of land in this
localityv had been reserved by the Govern-
ment for settlement, and he hoped that
while carrying out a progressive works
policy they would also bring in another
policy, that of a progressive land-tax.
Looking back in the history of a pub]lic
works policy in other parts of Australia,
we knew that unless there was a tax of
this description there was great danger
of the State not reaping the fulil benefit
of that policy. But having in operation
these two principles, we need not fear that
any proposition so well supported as this
by expert and professional evidence
would involve any great risk to the
country or to its prosperity.

MR. PIGOTT (in reply): Members of
the Opposition had been accused of being
insincere in bringing forward this motion,
and it was said the idea was to shelve
the Bill. He did not think the railway
should be built. He was at all times
pleased to accept the decision of a
ajority of theq House ; and that being

so, and it hav ing been decided that the
railway should be built, he was willing to
abide by that decision; but farther
inquiry should be made so that the public
would have all the details of the work.
The question of the routes had been
discussed and many members and the
professional experts had reported
adversely to No. 2 route. The main
reason for accepting the No. 2 route was
that the line was to be a coal line. The
Premier had stated that it was not the
intention of the Government to build the
line to carry coal, but that it was to be
purely an agricultural line, yet the
reports in favour of No. 2 moute were
based on the fact that the line was to
carry coal. For the first 35 or 40 miles
from Collie the line passed through
country that could not be called agri-
cultural lamd, and that fact was admitted
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by the Minister for Lanids. 'If the line
was to be built to carry coal then of
course it would start from Collie, but the
Premier had stated that it was not a coal
line. If the House was satisfied that the
railway should be built to keep) the Collie
coalfields going, then build the railway
from Collie and own tip to it. The
Premier admitted that the member for
Cue was a constitutional authority in the
House, and that the member had stated
that the Bill should not go through at the
end of a dying Parliament. The Govern-
ment did not provide the means for
building this line. The Bill had been
brought forward in order to carry out a
pledge which had been given, and be did
not think the Ministry had a hope of
carrying the measure, even if it passed this
House. The Government bad to fight for
it, because they would gain their end all
the same; they would secure the support
of the districts interested. The member
for the South-West Mining District had
accused him (Mr. Pigott) of heing
ungrateful and unfair because be saw fit
to point out to the country what a tremen-
dous amount of money was being spent
annually in order to keep the Collie coal-
fields ging. The reports of the railway
authorities showed that in order to use
Collie coal the State was paying directly
£40,000, and indirectly £100,000 per
annum. The member for the Murchison
(Mr. Nansen) had expressed his pleasure
that the Government were taking upon
themselves a full share of their respon-
sibility, but this was being done at the
end of a Parliament, and responsibility
did not rest solely on the Government
but on ever y member of Piarliament.
There were reports before the House
which would make any fair-minded man
say that the line should receive some
farther consideration. The member for
the Murchison twitted the Opposition
with being inconsistent. That member
should be the last to accuse anyone of
inconsistency ? It was stated that
this railway bad been niade a party
question. It was not a party question,
but the desire was to let the public have
a full knowledge of what the Govern-
ment were doing. No one could accuse
him (Mr. Pigott) of treating the question
as a party one. The Government should
go in for a forward public works policy,
but he (Mr. Pigott) could not make him-

self believethat it was his duty to support
any work brought forward when the
necessity for such work was not apparent.
Great stress was laid on the report of
Mr. Thompson; but the Commissioner,
not Mr. Thompson, was responsible for
our railways. True, he (Mr. Pigott) had
criticised the Commissioner's appoint-
ment, but had never subsequently found
fault with him. The question of this
railway could not be considered without
ascertaining the cost of the Collie coal
industry to the State. This was un-
doubtedly £100,000 per annumn more
than would be paid if the coal1 were not
used by the Government railways. The
railway reports showed that the cost in
actual cash was £40,000; and this did
not include the cost of trucking coal from
the pit to Fremantle, the freights received
for this being merely nominal. 'Better
give the coal complanies a bonus of
£100,000 per annum, for then the public
would rise in protest. If the Bill passed
this session, the new Parliament would
be committed to the work, if, like the
present Ministry, they felt themselves
bound to carry out the promises of pre-
vious Governments. What would become
of the country if every new Government
were obliged to carry out the promises of
preceding Governments?

Question (to refer Bill to select corn-
mittee) put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes ... ... ... 14
Noes ... ... ... 17

Majority against
AYES.

Mr. Atkins
Mr. Bath
Mr. Connor
Mr. Hasti,
Mr. Holmnes
Mr. Illingwortb
Mr. Jaeoby
Mr. Moran
Mr. Plane
Mr. P'igott
Mr. stnes
Mr. Taylor
31r Thrownel
Mr. Thomnas (Teller).

3
NOES.

Mr. Borges
Mr. Ewing
Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Hopkins
51:t. ladenl
Mr. McDonald
Mr. Sason
Mir. Oats
Mr. RasEon
Mr. Reid
Mr Wausaue
Mr: Yelrerton
Mr. High.m (Tells,).

Question thus negatived.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS moved

that the Committee stage be made an
order for the next day.

Mua. MORAN: the debate plainly
showed that a large minority favoured
the acquirement of farther information
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as to the line; hence the Committee stage
might appropriately be postponed till
Monday next. He was informed that
strong representations would be made by
people of the district, and postponement
was necessary that these might be re-
ceived. On committal he intended to
fight many provisions of the Bill, and to
propose that Wagin, and subsequently
Pingelly, be substituted for Narrogin.
The Comnmittee must decide the radius of
deviation to he permitted. Hfe had beard
it suggested that the member for the
Williams might be met by being allowed
to fix any deviation he deiired, not more
than 40 miles on either side of the pro-
posed route. In other words, future
railway Bills would provide a pivot round
which a line might be dragged in
a complete circle, the radius of
which would equal the length of the
line. Who ever heard of such a sug-
gestion P The member for the Murchison
(Mr. Nanson) should have been the last
to oppose a select committee, he having
previously fought for a committee to
throw light on something not very
sfiraight in the Collie-Boulder Railway
Bill. The opinions of engineers and
other officers who had supplied written
reports to the Government might be
altered considerably when called before a
select committee and questioned as wit-
nesses. The opinions of people in the
district also should be ascertained before
proceeding with the Bill. He moved as
an amendmnent that the Bill be considered
in Committee on Monday next.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes . .. ... 13
Noes .. .. .. 19

Majority against .. 6
ArEs. Noss.

Nel. Atkins Mr. Bath
Mr. Connor Mr. Barges
Air. flastle Mr. Ewing
Mr.uminguorth Mr. Ferguson
Mr. JaayMr. Gardiner
Mr. MrnMr. Gordon
Mr. Fiese Mr. Ordeory
Mr, Pigott Mr. Hayward
Mr. tunln Mr. Holmes

Mr. nMr. Hopkins
Mr. Taylor 'Mr. Wenc~
Mr. *rosell Mr. McDonald
Mr. Thowas (Tellery. Mr. Nanson

Mr. Oats
Mr. Besot
Mr. Reid
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Teiverton
Mr. Higham (Taller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Mna. PIGOTT -After what had- taken
place, and having rekard. to a sug-gestion
by the Minister for Works that the
Committee stage should be adjourned
till Friday, he now moved as an amend-
ment that the Committee stage be taken
on Friday next.

THE MINISTER Fop, LANDS:- When
we got into Committee, would not the
Opposition want another postponement P

MR. PIGOTT assured members of the
Government that he and others who
oppos-d this Bill would be prepared to
deal with it in Committee on Friday
next, if that adjournment were agreed to.

How. F. H. PIESSE supported the
adjournment till Friday, because he had
sent to the Williams people a6 copy of the
previous debate, with plan showing the
proposed route, and he was expecting a
wire in reply.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government would. agree to the amend-
ment for taking the Committee stage on
Friday; but he did. object to the attempt
made, first to get all that Opposition
members wanted, and finding they could
not get all, then falling back on some-
thing which the Government had pre-
viously offered.

Amendment passed, and the Committee
stage fixed for Friday.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Rfouse adjourned at 10-26 o'clock,

until the next afternoon.


